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wed by the following report. 
“ Resolved—-That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the conduct of 
the policeman, Popay, has been highly 
reprehensible, inasmuch as he appears 
to have taken an active personal part 
in the proceedings which his duty only 
required him to observe, and to have 
carried concealment and deceit into 
the intercourse of private life; and, 
although the committee are inclined 
to hope that he was not influenced by 
any malignity of disposition, but by 
a mistaken view of his instructions, 
aud a misjudging zeal in the execution 
of them, they cannot forbear to mark 
his course of behaviour with their 
most — decided censure. 
“ 2. Resolved—That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that while it cannot 
be supposed that authority was given 
for the foregoing conduct, there is 
reason to vend that sufficient 
caution was not always exercised by 
those to whom opay's repo ts wer 
submitted, in. ch — 
diſſusenes⸗ ‘of neir conten 
warning him against havi 
“3. Resolved —That 
of this committee. 
to the occasional et 
licemen in plain, 
as laid dows 
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“ter of complaint, while strictly con- 


|“ fined to detect breaches of the law, 


and to prevent breaches of the peace, 
“should these ends oppear otherwise 
“unattainable: at the same time the 
“ committee would strongly urge the 
‘most cautious maintenance of those 
“limits, and solemnly deprecate any 
“ approach to the employment of spies 
“ in the ordinary acceptance of the term, 
as a practice most abhorrent to the 
“ feelings of the people, and most alien 
— spizit of the constitution,” 
pproved of i majority 
mstee, I being in the mino- 
though I gave full credit 
to the majority for the goodness of their 
motives, and though I could not but 
applaud their fair treatment of me and 
the petitioners, and their strict impar- 
tiality from the beginning to the end of 
our proceedings, I thought the report 
wholly insufficient to characterize the 
abominable system which our inquiries 
had brought to light. 

It has been erroneously stated in the 
newspapers, that the report was brought 
up by me. Mr. Alderman Wood was 
the chairman, and, therefore, he brought 
up the report ; and I must take this op- 
portunity of saying, that he discharged 
his part of the duty imposed upon us 
with extraordinary diligence and care, 
and with that unflinching adherence to 
right-doing which I have known to 
mark his conduct for now pretty nearly 
thirty years, When the report was pre- 


sented to the House, I re n, in- 
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te save the House the trouble of wading 

h the volume; and that it con- 
eluded with a bird's-eye view of the 
whole of the horrible transactions, and 


‘tendered to the House our opinion of 


the inevitable tendency of such a sys- 
tem, leaving it to the House to discover 
and to adopt an effectual remedy. It 
was iny intention to state thisto the 
House when the report was brought up; 
but it was urged, that it was not proper 
to enter into a discussion on the subject, 
until the evidence should be printed and 
fn the hands of the members. I was, 
therefore, obliged to give way. On 
Wednesday (yesterday) [ had petitions 
to present from Newceastie and from 
Nottingham against the spy-system, 
which had been brought to light by the 
petition on which this committee was 
founded. ‘These two petitions, toge- 
ther with one from Edinburgh, I had 
kept back, because the committee had 
been appointed before I received them, 
and [ thought it would be more agree- 
able to the petitioners, that their com- 
laints should come after the confirma- 
tion of the truth of the petition from 
Camberwell and Walworth. The two 
petitions which I carried to the House 
terday were in language, as well as 
n sentiment, and argument, two papers 
as admirable as any that ever fell into 
my hands; that from Evinsurea, which 
Ireceived about the same time, being 
deposited where I could not get at it 
terday, was not presented ; if it had, 
would have been a suitable compa- 
nion for the other two; and, let any other 
country in the world find me three towns 
capable of producing three such papers 
as these ; but, the readers will say, you 
must find first some other country that 
contains three such towns. 

I began to read the petition from 
Newcastie, without intending to 
utter a word in the way of speech ; 
‘but that ph so justly, so fully, 
‘wo eloquently, so forcibly described the 
vile acts developed in the evidence be- 
fore our committee, thut I really felt 
myself impelled to stop and to say then, 


‘gomething of which I should have said 


up of the report. 
that of which the 
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public has seen a pretty tolerable repon 
in the newspapers, especially in th 
Morning Chronicle I think ; and, ip. 
deed, in the Morning Herald, and th 
Times, | having as yet seen no other pa. 
per. Lam seldom very anxious on ily 
score of reports of whatl say; but ther 
is an errot here which it is right that | 
should cdrrect. “Phe Morning Chronick 
makes me say, ** that I took copies of the 
reports'of Popay.” I said no such thing 
I said that I took'them home and rea 
them with great care, as it was my duty 
todo; 1 said, that these reports made by 
the spy to the Government, formed. 
part of the evidence taid before us, ani 
that I should have been very unworthy 
of the share of trust reposed in me by 
the House, if I had not ‘made myself 
wholly acquainted with that evidence; 
that I did take them home openly anf 
with the knowledge “of the chairma, 
and with the’knowledge of the clerk; 
that I numbered them, and that | re 
turned them safe’ into the hands of the 
chairman accompanied with an INDEX, 
which I had been at the trouble of 
makiog out for the’ ‘convenience d 
other members of the Committee, tht & 
reports consisting of ‘about a hundred 
and seventy folio pages of manuscript 
in Poray’s handwriting. I further 
said, that these writings were, in fac 
evidence produceil ‘hefore the coir 
mittee ; that it was from these report 
that facts stated in the evidence cam 
out; and that Ihad proposed that vt 
should subjoin the reports in an 4 
pendix to the minutes of the evident 
conformably to the’ invariable us 
of select committees’ receiving su 
documents. 
It was necessary to explain th 
matter, lest the public should beliert. 
that | had come at uny information ™ 
clandestine manrer. It is very '™% 
that I have laboured with more zeal aol 
activity in this case,’ than, perhaps | 
should have done, had I not enterts 


a very powerful prejudice again! 








































police establishment, and against ev 
establishment of its kind. “This ape 
likely; but this cannot invalidate #7 
fact that has been bre ‘Mote 
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friend of this police establishment ; 
tIcan bear him witness, that that 
i not slacken his zeal in this case, and 
s desire to come at the truth, and to 


justice. dn availing, myself of the | 


portunity when L presented, the. pe- 
ions, | could not’ help, bearing io 
ind, that the sesston might end without 
ping me another opportunity f There 
nothing that ‘ean be’ done now, about 
> report of our committee, without a 
ption, and that’ motion preceded by a 
tice, and that notice standing at the 
ttom, perhaps, of seven.or eight, and 
ose seven or eight standing at the 
ttom of thirty orders of the day! In 
ort, it would have been madness to 
tertain the hope.of being able to 
ing on a regular discussion, overlaid 
smothered as we are by proceed- 
rs of all sorts, So that. the accusation 
ainst me of making an exparte state- 
ent, was, certainly, not well founded. 
is is all that I shall say upon the 
a'ter at present, though there will be 
rood deal to'say of it. when once the 
idence has been printed and submitted 
the members of the, House, who, | 
sure, when they, have had time to 
lect, will) be.convinced that. this 
siem must be put an end to. |The 
's brought *te Jight of the, proceed. 
38 of this spy really. chills, one’s blood. 
the minutes of the, evidence and the 
port be delivered ‘to..us in the 
ouse, in time, I shalt publish in the 
gister, next week,a@ summing up of 
at evidence ;, public good, public 
ty, and particularly justice to the pe- 
loners at. Camageawann,, and, Wax-| 

bxtH, demand this at my hands. 
Wa. COBBETT. 


PS. The petition, from, Eninnonan is. 


{templated such a thing. is it 





bm the working classes. of. that.fine 
. In public, meeting assembled: 
€ | ye 
wheel that a Full inquiry us fbi 


into the cor 
thren of Camp 
beta. Thus, fro 
RTH to the bank 
this spy. upon Wor 
ne famous. . The. 
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people of Eprnsurcn ; but there ore 
other things that they suggest, which 
makes the petition worthy the parti-~ 
cular attention of the House. 





POOR-LAW PROJECT. 


Tus subject is by no means wholly 


‘unconnected with the police affair. The 


matter contained in the book. which, 
under the names of the Bishop of 
Loxvon and Bishop of Cassrer, 
Srurnces Bourne, Harry Gawter, 
Senior, Conston, and another: the 
book laid before the House of Com- 
mons under these names, has been re- 
marked upon by me before. The 
main object in view has been, ander 
pretence of improving the poor-laws, to 
introduce a villanous thing called @ 
POLICE into all parts of England and 
Scotland ; to set aside the present jus- 
tices of the peace and all parochial 
peace officers ; to supplant the former 
by hired magistrates; and the latter by 
the amiable and faithful comrades of 
Poray; or rather, by recruits extend- 
ing the already four thousand to a hun- 
dred thousand men, at the least. Our 
ears have been dinned by the words 
“rural police.” ‘* A rural police 

A rural police” has been the cry 
every time that we have heard of the 
burning of a stack! Some in uniform, 
of course; the rest @ la Popay; and 
Rowans and Mayyes and M‘Leans to 
receive and read the reports sent, in by 
the Popays. It is as clear ag daylight 
that this poor-law commission had this 
principally in view, To have con- 
, short of 
madness. nom rove. G, ~suplin 
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as well as impudent: the feelosofers 
overshot their mark here;, and, they, 
have met, from one of, the present mana | 
gistrates in particulur, with a'rebeff that 
they will ‘not-easily reenter.” ‘This ittia: | 
gistrate is. a Mr. YratMan, a clergyman: 
of Dorsetshire, , whose, arswer to, the 


feelosofers l pablished »before.'. Phe}: 


feelosofer Oxenen has ‘answered hith, 
and Mr. Yeatman, the magistrate, 
now publishes his , reply. Thus , we 
have, then, the. book of the poor:law- 

rojectors, the commentary of Mr. 

FATMAN On that part of the book 
which applies to,a district in Dorset- 
shire; we have Oxeprn’s answer, and 
we have Mr. Yearman’s reply; the latter 
leaving the Malthusian feelosofer no 
hole to creep out of. L request my 
readers now to go attentively through 
the whole of these papers. It is a sub- 
ject of infinite iniportunce.. The scheme, 
if it bad been acted upon, must have 
plunged..the, whole, country into con- 
fusion. Hf it could have succeeded, it 
would. have: mate Englishmen a set of 
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through with attention ; and I agaiy 
express, my. thanks to Mr. Yeataay for 
the: share «whiehkche has taken in the 
hhowhng up Vithisowretched scheme, 
Yor, ThowgM Ge HEME goinld have suc 
ceeded, the: attempk might have pro. 





dueed mischiels. enormous: 
fix sa I prise ee wee lA 





An Inquiry into the Merits of the Poor. 
Eme Report of DOr Ps Okeden, Ex, 
Assistant ‘Comniissioner j “hy the Rev. 
Harry, Faug Yedtsaxy,LL.B., acl. 
ing Magistrate, for etvand S. 
merset.’ BY 


In perusing a document of so miuch impor 
ance as that of a report as to the admiw- 
traton of the poor-laws,”’ by commissionen 
appointed by the crown, the geueral reaver wil 
naturally expect to find that such a report is 
founded opon evidence of , the most impartial 
and conclusive, description, and that such 
evidence has been taken by the commissioues 
ofeach district Jn a Maguer, the most oper, 
circumstantial, and direct. [twill he expected 
that this should he the case, for, the purpose 
of showing. the “ most correct views on tht 
working of the poor laws general/y,” and asa 
system; the cevtral commissioners having 
















sulky and gloomy slaves; but it never 
could have succeeded : the ‘ rural po- 


lice” would have been knocked on the | 
head like so many dogs, and the coun }«< into the practical vpetation of the laws for 


try would have been such that no gen- 
tleman could haye lived in it. Nothing 
would have remained of it but its name: 
local 
must have produced open and gene- 
ral resistance in a very short. time. 
But, now, what is to become of this 
poor-law commission ; and who is to 
pay for it; and when is it to end? Are 
we to be taxed all our lives to maintain 
these fellows? They were to have 
been commissaires de police, | suppose ? 
1 imagine, that their project is vow 
blowin .J9t8. air; it must have been 
conceived in some half-mad and half- 
drunken skull, ia which the madness 
and —— were mixed up witha 
suitable quantity of malignity. At any 
rate, it. becomes us still to.watch it. To 
watch it with effect. we must first un- 
yim * To —— it we must 

aboutit ; apd the whole subject is 
pretty well brought befure us by the 
three articles which I here subjoin, 
which I again request my readers to go 


judges and a police establishment 















been (according té the ingtructious of Lord 
Melbourne), ‘* directed by his Majesty's com- 
** mmission to make a diligent and full inquity 


** the relief of the poor, le England and 
tr Wales, and inta the manner in which thow 
|“ laws ure administered, and to réport whether 
i** avy and what alterations, amendments, « 
‘* improveudrnis, may be beneficially made™ 
“the gaid laws,” &c. Kel; but it will be the 
more e¢pecially expected it the evidence o 
which tte reports are fra Stivuld be takew 
in the opep aud candid manner above alluded 
to, if it should turh out ‘phat ¢ character 

the justices of any one —395 iyision, ot 


any one cobnty ba heen "ts ected upon i 
those reports, ihe wat inquiry oo the 
part of the district, or the assistant commir 
sioner, shall have Jed the way @ judicial cut 
demnetion, . “4 


Iu perusiug the poordlaw, r port, addressed 
by D. O. P. Oke ae de pigi a 95. of De 
cember, 1832, tu Wis Majesty's commissione™ 
in his capacity as an assistant, commissioe®” 
nly sppointed.to,:” Inquire iva tbe pr 
operahon o the vor· aw system, m 
county, and whith report has. — 
LISHED BY A 
























particular part of itwhich relatesito 
of Dorse lw the J— ser 
the ‘honour to a magistrat 
sothewhat Jong and certainly - 
period of full twenty years, 























most painfully impreseed with 
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js report, touching the working of the poor- 
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t, that the manner in which Mr. Okeden | from persons who were opposed to and dis- 
as pleased to cullect the evidence, ou which | satisfied with theorders, directions, and gene- 
ral practice of those magistrates ; and whodid, 

w system iv the Sturminster Newton division | either designedly or incidentally, in the course 
founded, was neither seopen aud a ible | of (inquiry; before Okeden,: prefer a formal 
complaint, aula serious charge against the 


+ 
the parties concerned and, affected fy 
yort as it ought to have been; secu legal practice of thuse justices to which it did 


; 
ly | 
2 
at the evidence 86 takeir by him’ is erly — erpedſent to Mr. Okeden to permit 
sufficient for the: pusepase) foef) showing | *idse justices to have atiy opportunity what- 
e PRACTICAL OPzRaTION™ of the existingjever of makidg their defence; upon which 
ir-law system within the aforesaid division} evjdenge, soahen, se recorded, unexplained, 
uerally, and which ** practical operation ’’| exparte, and unexavived on hoth sides, as it 
cht to have Been (Rhown bya carefyt \com- | undoulted!y was, and as it ought ot to have 
rison of parish) with (parish, andiby sifting | been, Mr. Okedea has thought proper to affix 
e system as @ whole, from .which, some] avcettandegree of censdre up -p ‘the conduct 
neral inference might be drawn, touchivg | of those justices, aud to permit thedecleration 
e nature of tifit'syétem 5 and’ not by éelect fof itt be published to the whole world. Asa 
gand commetting> ppuw afew parishes in| zeutieman who is io the habit of frequenting 
rticular, carefully aud studiously cbosen for | the courts of justice in this county, and occa- 
€ purpose, as it should seem, of illustrating | sionally presiding in a criminal court himself, . 
e peculiar views and opinions which Mr.|] would here beg eave to ask of Mr. Okeden, 
keden is well Kuown to etitertaio upon this| whether the practice of the judges. of this 
pportant question; and which ought to bave|land, or of the magistrates of this kingdom,. 
en illustrated by an atalysis of the effect/ when sitting ov the beuch, is, of is not, in 
oduced by the adm nistrstion of the justices | accordatice with the practice adopted hy him 
rown over the whole sorface of this division | towards the justices of the Sturminster divi- 
large. In confirtnatidn of the truth of | sion, on the 29. of Ocroher, last; aud whether 
ese statements, PF beg to observe that, on/ itis, or is not usual ty allow persons agcused, 
e day when Mr. Okellen attended the petty | first, to Know the mature of the charges » bich 
ssions at Sturminster, for the ptirpuse of| are about to be, or have been preferred ageiust 
llecting such evidence’ as he might require | them; and secoudly, whe'ber it js not usual, 
m the overseers of every parisl (ail of whom | as well as just, to allow such, persoms, i» the 
re summoned by myself or cojleagues to} face. f their accusers, to enjoy the ape and 
ve such evidence as might be required by | privilege «f replying tu those charges, and of 
r. Okeden), that, gentleman atrived at, aud | cross-examining the evinlence on which those 
tered the room where a certain vumber of | charges have been preferred; ‘aida Mr. Oke- 
justices, jucludiag myself, were then as- | den’s reply is lik: ly to, be, as it must, be, in the 
mbled im petty sessions; and that, after the | affirmative, aud, iv fayour of their practice, I 
erchange of a few wards, be retired to al beg leave respectfully to ask bim, why be de- 
vale room, as being, more Couvebient both | parted from tliat principle on the day when be 
bim aud te ourselves, aud that he there col- | reecived {rom ibe overseers of Husilbury aud 
ted such information as he ** proper to| Sturminster Newton, the evidenve which ap- 
juire, except that, ig so far as the parish of | peared to him te be sufficient to accuse the jus- 
rminster Newton was concerned, he asked, | tices of t'.e Sturmiuster division of a waladmi- 
our request,.a Gertdiv tiumber of Questivus | vistration of the poor-laws, ant uf haviog, in 
m the overseers of that ** ill-regulated | a ** sidgular” nunner, thwarted the tector of 
ish,” concetpin ous Siivdicious miude of | Hasilbury Bryan, ww bis efforts to put down 
ment to, and © ob-emplor meat of, single /that system vf maladministrative, qu their 


n, and recorued the answers thereto in out} part. On the auibority of this fact, sffirma- 


mediate presetice. But’ I. beg to observe, | tively taken, l feel that | have ™ Fight to con- 
t the evidened vin Which flie report of Mr. | sider that myself asd bro: het ‘Justives “have 
tden was framed, and On which as it furus | heen condemned unkeatd, and Abatytov, in a 
t, the magistratésdf the whole div siou have | manuer the must repuguent to,cur notions uf 
n blamed and ceusured by Mr. Okeden, wa: | common justice, as fo ; 
D RP itretvdy, \ 
, 





eived aud recorded in a a , of our commen 
ich room the ju . DJ 


a hy oar + ier 
er, thougt at tf is yt es 
ing under t athe riuf ‘in petty wessiv 
mbled : orieh tha ) * —2 —— — 
of the charges se ih $6 it ‘ iL, Pee ey ay r iisat) to Vue ya 
they were never rey — Th stg a — * aha 
ner whatever, either u ectly of I ] which be nce wax, it Les 
deny ea the report, nd ger nf IMe Oke: 
au ouoded } be: . h Tho 4 Seot- b 
ity,” aud rulat ~— ; 
dom. Received as 
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Cranbourne ; out as that parish happens tobe 


remote aryl di-tioct from, the diyi,ion of Stur-| p 


minster Newtun, apd-is.ove for the pgor-law 
administration of which A jam, not. perienally 
responsible, | shally ass om to the considerativu 
of the vext- nami p.cish, merely observing, 
that Mr. Okeden’s report on the moral cou 
dition of Cranbourne is remarkable for the 
most extraordinary aliusion to the presumed 
irregularity of practice! on the part of a 
magistrate of that divi-ion LATELY DECEASED, 
venturing to think at the same time, that, 
although the tiving ar@ subjected, in this 
report, to the visitatiousiof his dispraise, yet 
that it might have been as well to exoverate 
the dead from the searchiog severities of his 
censure. 

Alter ntaking certaiti observations on the 
past and present condition of Cranbourne, Mr. 
Okedeu vext directs bis attention to the parish 
of Hasiffury Bryan, of which parish we are 
presented ‘with the following graphic de- 
scriptiun, 

HASILBORY BRYAN, DORSET, 
rorucaTion 611. 

Ne wber of acres iv the parish. 
Pasturéland “oo lt... ee 2,090 
RPO Bee eee ae. TR 
Wane Witte lo es ees | 
Commo ditto 150 
Garden citw Tree eee ere eee 7 





Total actres...... 2,454 





* Experded ‘én the poor, as per bouk, for 
ope year, t) Ladyday, 1832, 4132." 

"There ate 77 agricultural labourers. To 
‘, the summer? none are outuf employ; ia the 
‘, Winter not above five or six are unemployed. 
*, These are put on the roads, or, if famity 

men, relieved by the scale as settled at the 
“ petty sessions at Stirminster Newton. In 
** short, thescale system and the makiug up 
* of wages are c iplete. There is no work- 
** honse, but there are eight cottages belonging 
‘€vo the parish, in which there are fourteeu 

** families lodged. ‘Suon alter the rivts of 
» 1830, a ew and more liberal scale was 
**made by the magist-ates of the division, 
** and iu Pebruary, 1831. en order was given to 
“the overseers of Masilbery Bryan, requiring 
“them to reliewe tea faniilies, ali able- 
*t died Shi’ fw employ, by the new scale. 
‘©The overseers contended, and the clerey- 
“mad provested, agaist this order in vain.” 
Now it would be supposed by an indifferent 
observer, aid by a persod tot locally acquaint- 
ed with the parish of Hisilbury, from the pe- 
rasal of the ahove‘extract from Mr. Okeden’s 
report, first, that they atish of Hacilliary was 
reduced, e muladmMinistretion of the jas- 
Ccew oF this divisiiny to the €itremity of po- 
verty and tral Uegradation, avi! that “the 
parccbial poor. cute was fitreasng year after 
year to a most ‘feurtal’ aiid” ibsupp stable 
amouu’, threaveni'g to absurb all the Visible 
property of the parish, aud tu destroy every 
existing priuciple of independeuce, as well us 
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all physical energy on the part of the labourins 
aupers of this. parish. Secondly, that the 
said ‘justices hed imterpreted and ad. 
ministered . the prec laws vf, the rea'm in, 
maooer, both widely and glaringly different 
from that of any other justices of the county, 
or even of the kingdom... Before I proceed, 
however, to the investigation of this part of 
the subject, 1 am compelled most reluctantly 
tu protest against the· aeuraey or veracity of 
the statement which Mr. Okedea has made, 
touching the expenditure of the parish of Ha- 
silbury tor theyear 1832. By referring to the 
poor-book of this parish (which itis presumed 
Mr. Okederrcannvt have tuoked at!) | find that 
the expenditure of the poor for one year to 
Ladveday, 1832, is not’ 4130; a stated by Mr. 
Okeden, but 3302. 105. (20) 2s. having been 
disallowed by myself avd brother justices in 
virtue of the 50th Geo. Til’ ec 49, and de 
ducted from the gross charge’ made by the 
overseers of 333/. 2s. fur that year) ; being 
just 821. 10s. less than the amobut quoted 
by Mr. Okeden, that) gevtleman having 
coufounded the ‘expenditure wf the yea 
1431 with that of ‘the year~ succeeding 
it! But even of this sam, mo less than 
492 10s. 10d. is to be deducted for county rates 
aod mole catching, and which, deducted {roa 
3301. for the year 1832, makes the actual ex- 
penditure om the poor to “he the sum of 
2801. 19s. 2d., and this too wpoa’ a population 
of 61L'! 1 would alseobserves that by re- 
lerring to the book for the whole period of 
three years (durivg which ‘time ouly we have 
presided over the paristy of ‘Hasilbury as }0s 
tices), and not judging, as Mri Okeden bas 
done, from the gross accountuf one year oily, 
selecting at the same time the highest amount 
of expenditure that be could find, including 
covaty rates aod charges for mole catchivs, 
and calling the whole as he has also dovt 
‘* expenditere on the*poor.!? “1 say, that by 
referriug to the Hasilbary poor book, 2! 
looking atthe sams: total (as sworn to by the 
overseers during the three years last past, | 
find that the expenditare ia gress on the pat 
of the Hasilbury overseers stands precisely as 
follows ; ) ‘ 


1830 and 1831 total expenses of 2. +. ¢ 

OVESCETS pons ccccceessene, 413 10 2 
1¥31 and 1832 ditty ditto ....., 330 10 @ 
1832 and 1833 dito ditto ...... 305 8 10 


showing, that during the last three years (/°t 
be it again remembered that Hasilhury bry" 
did put belong to the Sturminster New 
division till September, "1830, it having bert 
assigned aod added to the Sturminster divisiot 
by an order of ‘quartet sessions under ibe 
sanction of 9. Geo. “TV.,; ¢. 43, prior ® 
which it formed part and parcel of the Bland: 
, ford divisiqn, and was not under our controls 
Mt); showing, I tay, that in the last the 
years, during which period, according '° * 
keſeus report, we have so grossly aud '™ 
providen' ly mismanaged its coucerus, the pr" 





rates of Hasilbury have positively decrease? 
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ym the gross charge of 4132. 10s. 2d. extreme 
ight, down to the sum of 305i. 8s, 10d. pre- 
‘expenditure ; being a reduction of puor- 
upon the three years only to the extent of 
rcent!!! But I shall beg leave to rate 
actual decrease even still higher, by 


jug that during this period no less than 
rteen special rates have been ordered by 
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the court of quarter sessions. and levied for 
the county lunatic asylum; aod \hat when 
these and the other extiaordinary items 2 
déducted from the severs) years above recited, 
it will reduce the total expenditure on the poor 
in the parish of Hasilbury Bryan for the last 
three years, to the following proportions :— 





Date. Gross Expenditure. 


Extraor. Disbursements. 


Expeoded vn Poor. 





£113 0 2 
nO 10 6 
305-6 8 10 


1830 and 1631 
1831 and 1832 
1832 and 1833 








£363 ll 2 
230 19 2 
254 0 5 


£19 ly 0 
49 10 10 
47 8 5 








Jucing the expenditure of the year ending 
dyday, 1433, to the sum, the trifling sum of 
81 Os.5d.; being, ou the whole population of 
| persons, less than the sum per head of 
6d., and really jess than Is. 6d. io the 
ud, I .would alse add; that if the sum of 
3. 10s. 2d appears to be a sum wef consi- 
able maguinude (as contrasted with the 
arge of the previous years 1429 and 1830) 
the expenditure of the year from Ladyday, 
30, to Ladyday, 1831, it ought to be remem- 
red, first, that during and immediately sub- 
quent to “ the riots,” it was deewed ad- 
ble by my brother justices and others, to 
rease the comforts of the poor, and to southe 
lower orders, excited as they were at that 
ntful period, by @ more liberal amount of 
ief, and, that, during the same year, the 
ge sum of 604, was also paid for the first 
i only time for spade husbandry within this 
ish, the expenditure of which, aud the 
lering of which, the magistrates of the di- 
ion had nothing to do with, and which 
ved to be, as stated to myself and col- 
gues, the sowree of serious logs tu the pa- 
b, though solely from the mismanagement 
i negligence wt those who superintended it 
the time: the intreduction uf which sys- 
n, when differently managed, as connected 
the plan of allotting small pieces of land 
the poor, the magistrates of this division 
ve most warmly advocated; and fur the in- 
“ction of which plan into the parish of 
ilbury they are ready to tender their best 
uks to Mr. Walter. ~ 
1 beg also to observe, that although the jus- 
did in the winter of 1830, during “ the 
Py the 
_,  Duris urgens in rebus egestas” 
ich at that time prevailed, and which, pro- 
“ing as it did from inadequacy of wages 
i insufficiency of relief uuder the scale, 
the pauper population to madness and to 
ert acts of won; ap able-bodied man 
ving, at this time, anly 4s. 5d. and 6s. per 
* aud 25 


| made promises w the 
| advastazes and greater comforts, aud of aa 





order the overseers at Hacilbury to relieve as 
many as ten families, according to a more |i- 
beral and extended system of relief, yet it ap- 
pears from Mr. Okeden’s own statement, hat, 
geuerally speaking, ‘* in winter not above five 
or six are unemployed,” ** and relieved by the 
** scale as settled at the petty sessions at Stur- 
‘‘ minster Newton:” and that therefore the 
** magisterial interference” sq much com- 
plained of, and upon the exercise of which, 
Mr. Okeden bas let down the whole weight of 
his heavy censure aud disapprobation, must 
have been generally, as we sholl presently find 
itto have been, confined to the grievances 
aud complaints of ‘* five or six only,” Bott 
beg to ask, how did it happen that thi: liberal 
system of parochial reliel was a ‘opted by the 
justices of this division at this particular pe- 
riod ; aod why was it that they fet it to he 
their duty to make the orders of relief ov the 
** ten families ” aforesaid, to the great griev- 
ance, it seems, of the high'y respec able rector 
and the overseer of Hasilbury Bryan? I pro- 
ceed to auswer these several questions, aud to 
state at the same time, that if Mr. Okeden 
had inf.rmed either myself or brother jus' ices; 
as he might have dune, when be attended at 
Sturmin>ter ou the 29. of Octwber last, that 
he had at that very momeut received, aud 
then possessed in his green hag a charge 
against the justices of that division which he 
imtended, upon the ex parte evidev.ce of certain 
persons residivg at Hasilbury Bryan, to pub- 
lish tothe whole world; 1 state that if Mr. 
Okeden, on the day aforesaid, had in can/our 
—2 saying notbing of commen courtesy, 
affurded to my brother justices aud myself, an 
oppurtunity of viodicatiug or explaimiog our 
conduct, so far as we could de su, he would 
have received these several ausaers ow the 
spot, and we should not have been prejudged 
and condemned in a public document, befure 
we had been itted to utter a single syl'a- 
ble in our defence, Be it knven then, that 
uoder the excitriwent which . i from 
one eud of the west of Hngla to the other, 
“ during the riots of 1¢30,) avd whee th~ la- 
bowing population was iu armas, I rea-on 
to kuow that several iu this onmnty 
orders of fu'uce 
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increase of wages ; assuring them that the 
same should be raised from 5s. and 6s, to the 
height of 10s,.aud 12s.,per week, aud which 
“promise, l grieve tv say it, now that the alarm 
aud terror of the montent. have subsided; bas 
been broken in a mauner the must treacherous 
and dishonourable ;—it was deemed advisable 
by myself, my brother justices, and. otbers, 
that the *‘ ‘peor and impotent,”’ and also the 
able-bodied who were uuable to procure em- 

joyment sufficient for themselves and their 
— families, should also be admitted toa 
participativn of the blessings of that soothing 
system, which, though late, and extorted 
from the higher orders of society by fear aud 
terror, it was deemed expecient to acop* at 
that alarming aud distressing period. With 
this wiew, aud at my earnest request, a special 
meeting of the magistrates of the neighbouur- 
hood (nat of the division of Sturmiuster New- 
ton, but of the whole neighbourhood), and of 
the eastern part of the county, was holden at 
Blandford, in order that they io their wisdom 
and good feeling might suggest a mode of 
‘tranquiliizing the county, by applying to the 
lower orders a liberal aud uniform system, 
both of increased wages and increased relief : 
my object bring, that the labourers of one 
division should not be made uneasy and dis- 
contented by hearing of the greater amount of 
both prevailing and adupted in another, At 
this special meeting, Mr. Okeden attended— 
avd at thie meeting at Blandford it was thas 
Mr. Okedew brvached for the first time, in a 
farmal maruer, the, dvctrive which he has 
since promulgated aud maintained, ‘ that no 
** relief whatever ought to be affurded to the 
** able-bodied man, and that if be and his fa- 
4* mily coeid not subsist upon their wages, 
*‘ they, might lie down and die by the rvad 
+ side,” (these were the words of Mr. Okeden,) 
‘whether the wages, so received, were or 
<< were not per head, sufficieut for the support 
* of she able-bodied fatber and his family.” 
Ove justice who was present, and one justice 
only, assented tu this extraordiuary and up- 
christian dvctrine, for such | must venture to 
call it; the (result of our deliberation being 
this: first, that although a uniform system of 
wages was absolutely impossible, from the 
fact, that in different parts of the county, from 


an increased or decreased demand for Jabour, | f 


from a greater or lesser degree of cultivation 
dilivg, from av excess of arable over pas- 
ture land, and from a greater or lesser degree 
— 40 propartion to the improved 
improvable surface of the land so requiring 
coltvative sa) higher amouut of wages must 
exist of} mecessity, as compared with those 
parts of the country where the state of soci 
was ut; yet that, secondly, im the opi- 
nion of the majority, vf the justices who were 
present, it w 
amount of 


to the abl w 
for themselves Ary 


Mpa 
a 
amount of wages, pr 


society | county/of. Dorset 


heulutely necessary that the | in 
to, and] j 
si —— Ke apn am - 
be i 


59.9 
hee 


what it had been, and raised to an amount! it 











somewhat more upon a level with the comma 
vecessaries Of. life, But l go one step further 
aud}, show.,thag.the,principle of interfereng 
with able-bodied labourers, who are unable 
support their families from the insufficies 
wages, (which,..they..@arp, ..against whic 
system, of, .“f magisterial) interference,” i 
appears, that the. *f overseers of Hasilbuy 
cuntended, that the. clergyman protested iy 
vain ;"’ I say that 1 am prepared to show tha 
this doctrine of ‘‘ magisterial interference” 
with au occasional.retief to able-bodied ne 
aod their families when io distress, received 
about this identical period, the sanction of th 
whole court of quarter sessions iv this county, 
and that, too, frum one of the fullest aud mos 
intelligent benches of magistrates ever assen- 
bled at the county hall ig solemn deliberation. 
On the 19. of February, 18351, at au adjournd 
sessions, holden at Wimborne, Mr. Okeda 
gave notice of a motion which he ivtendedw 
submit to the consideration, of the cour, 
about tobe assembled at the ensuing quarter 
sessions, to the fullowing effect, 4 Theat it was 
‘*impolitic and illegal te make, up the wage 
‘* of able-bodied men fromthe poor-ra'e;” aul 
accordingly at the Easter sessious; and on the 
5. of April, 1831, Mr..Okeden, after recapite- 
lating the arguments Which he had_ previously 
used at Biandford, at the special meeting d 
justices above referred to, and afier eutering 
into, and reciting these doctrines which he his 
embodied in the report which, forms the sub 
ject of these strictures, concluded. by pressing 
upon the court the. motion, above rect 
But what was the result! Were the justict 
vf this county, fo the amount of, nearly forty, 
were they in favour of the opipion entertaivel 
by Mr. Okeden, and.since advocated by tht 
overseers, of Sturminster, and oſ Hasilbuy 
Bryan? . Were they of opiniagthat an able 
bodied man of,, unblemished, character, wit! 
deserving. wife. aad helpless children, sbould 
be. allowed to.‘ lie doi by, the rosé 
side,” or drag on a. life: of wretcheduess a0 
“ant, to which, the. felops.in our county jal 
cannot be *5 without a,yiolatiun of t 
existing law?—] AY ben's ae 
meuts or argumeuts were i autly repin 
to, and Mr. OkeJen: himée ¢ - ed perms 
sion to withdraw his, own, mo yu 5, therelf 
rum necessity, if dot from capyictiov, 
ceding to the very ductrige hich the mage 
strates of the whole county, maimtaiped in 
position to him, and fur acting up to ¥ 
Mr. Okeden has seized the present mode, | 
availed bimself of the present opportunity, ® 
exparte and inconclusive evidence, é 
suring—not the the justices of ¢ 
» ee * ned th o 
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suth at Sturminster Newton, their charges 
d complaints against the justices: of that 
ision, first, whether the orders’ which were 
de upou these ten fantities, wete trade for 
onger period ‘than’ **oue month,” “futider 

59. G. 3) cv 8?) ¢seédndly;’ whether 
se orders Were rénewed 4"an ly; what 












. as the amount of the mofey expended > aud 
my id by the overseers°of Hasilbuty,’ ia virtue 
A... and under the preseute Of those orders; ‘by 
hat amount of whith ‘dione; corhd they have 
. n aggrieved, affirming as I'do, that if Mr. 
te eden did hot’ ask these questions and re 
red rd the andwers ‘thereto, he was guilty’ of 
the gligence tuwards the parish’ of Hasilbary ; 
ah nd that if he did} and ‘wbtained the answers 
* the same, he ought, in justice to the magis- 
= tes of this calumbtated division, to have 


blished the result of those answers, for the 
rpose of showing the extent of the evil 
ich he and *ttie highly respectable clergy- 
an and ovérseér of “Hasilbury complained of 
pthe one haud, andthe amount of movey 
hich, according to ‘their views ‘of the case, 
ey had been,’ in virtue’ of thése orders, un- 
stly muleted of onthe other. What Mr. 
eden has not done, either in justice to the 
rish of Hasilbaty er to the magistrates of 
is division “1 dw beg léave to do itt fairness 
ards both.’ T'state, fitst°*that on the 7. of 
bruary, 1837,! ofders ‘of ‘refief ‘were made, 
the usual form, ‘by *the ‘justices of this 
vision, of tén’ ‘persons; Tabourers ‘with fa- 
ilies, belobging td Huasilbary ‘Bryan: but 
ese orders wete made for the space of “ une 
oath only, to meét the’ exigencies’ of ‘the 
D existing’ ‘crisis, “if purse@atice of ‘the 
tute aforesaid; ‘itmmediately sabsequent to; 
egricultaraliridts which’ ‘comvalsed” this | 
ry, and imitiediate’ part of the’ country! and 
ich orders (With ‘ote Ot two’ exceptions 
bly) were never'tenewed by us, f would also 
bmit to any one conversant with the duties 
magistrates (Mt. Okeden and’ the higtily 
spectable clergyman antl Overseers of Hasil- 
ary excepted) Whether if thefe*opivion, the 
riod of these “'ridts ”' was the tite, above 
lothers, to’ withhold felief from ’these ten 
n, and whether, if we had dotié so, atid’ a 
mult had ensued, we shoul have been con- 
lered by my Lo#d Melbourse; by the lord · 
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tions which he received as assistant commis- 
stoner, I find that “‘ the inspection of parish 
bodks, and other vouchers,” is a duty most 
especially’ recommended ‘to every one who 
fills’ tha —— and very re ble office) 5. 
ated lovkitig’at-the entries uf the 6. of Febru- 
ary; thediy immediately ing that one, 
on ‘which ihe orders of relief; for the time 
to’ coine, ‘were’ made on the ten’ persons and 
their familiés, I find that several sums are 
eritered as paid on thet day, in the following 
manner.” ©" 
Johu Crocker 
Jobn Lush 
Thomas Rolls 
Proving that the above tev persons were not 
‘Call employed” oti the day preceding the date 
of these “orders of relief ; Mary Grange, a 
wonian with five children, and the three men 
above-mentioned, being evidently ina different 
situation; aud as to the whole vg '** able- 
bodied,” it is equally clear that; as many of 
these persons bad children, some of whom (by 
referring to my notes taken at the time), I find 
to have been ander five years of age, and 
therefore “impotent aid onalile to work.’” 
‘© According tu the strictest’ interpretation of 
‘the statute of Elizabeth, these ehildren, 
“being objects of rélief wader these orders, 
“ equally with the men, who were their parents, 
“and named in’ thosé’ orders, it°ls clear 
*« that the objects of relief under these orders 
** cannot and otight not to be pot and 
“* described as beitiz” all ** ablesbodied.” I 
also declare; with a view of suppl whe de- 
ficiency in the evidence’ which ‘My: Okeden, 
with the parish-book of Hasitbary before him, 
did wot WR. or think it worth while, orauy 
part of his duty to supply, first, that apon the 
ten persons above-named, upon whom orders 
of relief were made, on the 7/of February 
aforesaid, and who’ with” their children 
amounted to no less than 64 persons, it @p- 
pears that the two overseers of Mabilbary ex- 
pended during the singlé month for which 
time our orders were bidding; the'sam of 
51. 13s. 6d. and no more ; four’ also out 
of the above having been ill during the said 
month, (therfure not ‘* able-bodied,’’: as as- 
serted by Mr, Okeden); aud’ whicli samy, 
when divided among the 64 persons, whowere 
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“ origin, increase, contiouwacce, diminution, 
“termination,” &c.; and I therefore ask, 
whether Mr. Okeden can gain credit from 
apy one fer having acted up to these iestruc 
tious in the case befure us. Mr. Oketen must 
have knowo “ the cause” which iudaced us 
to make “ the new and more liberal seale”™ 
(as he terms it) of the year 1430, because he, 
has indirectly stated it : but Mr. Okeden ought 
also to have kuown that having auswered its 
temporary object, that amount of relief aud 
allowance had beeu reduced: and I bez to ask 
in the most puinted manuer, why this fact is 
suppressed by Mr. Okeden, and not even 
lanced at must remotely in his report to Lord 
Melbourue ? If he bad admitted us behind the 
scenes in the private roum at Sturminster, or 
had examined persons who were willing or 
competent to give fair and impartial iaforma- 
tion, Mr. Okeden would have found that 
whereas in the year 1631, * soon after the 
riots,” we deemed the sum of 7s. 4d. fora 
mau and his wife and one child of tender 
years, to be no more than sufficient under the 
uliar circumstances of the time, bread 
Pring at 8d. and 84d. per loaf; yet that in the 
year 1832, aud down to this period also, we 
deemed and stili deem the sum of 5s. 9d. to 
be sufficient for the same uumber of persons, 
bread heiwg at 6d.; aud that from the de- 
crease in the price of other articles of con- 
sumption, &v., from increased exertions, on 
the part of laudlord and tenavt to find em- 
ployment for rs, and from the progress 
of the allotment system, which we have advo- 
cated to the utmost of our power ; for these 
and for other reasous, we have universally 
reduced the amount of relief in all cases, 
avd that so far from any ill effect being 
by this reduction, I find, not only 
that the labouring poor throughout the divi- 
sion (with the exception of the town and 
parish of Sturmiuster Newton) are perfectly 
contented, butihat even in the parish of Ha- 
silbury, there is not on this very day a siogle 
able-bodied pauper out ofemploy, aod that the 
first month's payment for the year, ov the 
part'of the newly-appuinted overseers, amouuts 
to the trifling sum of 5/. 14s. for a population 
of GIL persons. Why Mr. Okeden, therefore, 
om the 25. December, 1832, did not endea- 
vwuur to Jeara the amount of the expenditure 
for the three-q vartersof the parochial year then 
eapired; why he did not fairly aud candidly 
state the amvunt of the yearly decrease of tha: 
eapenditure wader our system of ** magisterial 
interference: and why Mr. Okeden did not 
assign the cause of the “new and 
liberal scale” dering the period of the 
; aud why he did nut fairly state the true 
re of its p 
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the existing character of its inhabitants, (non, 
of whom, and as I believe, in consequence d 
our protection and interference in extrens 
cases, have been committed for any crime, 
ove mau‘excepted, for stealiog ae hurdle frog 
Me. Walter;) as well as the gradua! abandos. 
meut in our part; of this Ubnuxivus part of ou 
practice; and lastly, the gradual and compen 
employment of the whole fabourivg popu! «ting 
of Hasil Bryan; these are questions whid 
I feebit to be my duty to ‘ask, leaving Mr, 
Okeden to-assign, if hecan, a reasonab'e cause 
for his overlooking therm as he has dove. By 
| beg also tostate that not only by the magis 
trates of this county, 1 may say by the magiy 
trates of this whole kingdom, is the doctrine 
of “ mag'sterial interference,” in fiv ur of 
able-bodied labourers in extreme cases of dix 
tress, and when adequate wages Cannot he ob- 
tained for the support of themselves end theie 
families, both adopted and acted upon grve 
rally, | ask issivon to show that by the le 
gislature itself, and by the Court of Kinz’ 
Bench, when appealed to on this principle, it 
is the same doctrine of “ magisterial inter 
ference,” iu bebalf of the poor intabitants ei 
every parish, either indirectly evevuraged o 
positively sanctioned. It cannot he deoied 
that the legislature of this kingdom, through 
the medium of its peers and commoners, ho 
are magistrates of the realm, ‘is ‘acq iaimed 
with the manner ia which the poor-laws hart 
been diverted from their original purp se, aud 
is cognizant of the shifts aad expedients to 
which the justices of England have been re 
duced, inorder to make the aut’ quated aud im 
perfect statutesofan earlierand very ancien! fe 
riod accommodate themeelves tu the existent 
and pressure of circumstances, of a modern 
aod unboped-for growth ; ‘and which the {re 
mers of the statute of Elizabeth, and the fr- 
mers of the su t statutes down to thes 
William aud Mary, ‘chap. 11; aed the 9. Gee 
I, chap. 7.; did not and cuald 6" have com 
—— it is admitted ‘hy all ~~ — 
en of written dtr this subject, that 
present departare (for a departure there ba 
beew) from the: original ‘spitit aud str 
letter of the poor-laws took place oily about the 
period of the fate war. Itis au evil, therefore d 
modern growth + aud itis:an evitte which 'be 
attention of Parliament has been euntivutll) 
directed ; and yet, although. Whig aud Toy 
Ministers have alternately presided over tht 
helm of goveroment, auil although the mee 
bers of bo" Houses of Par!iagient , 
justices themselves, and therefore aiding 
abetting the very 5 vo of —must 
have been. acqua with the 7 a 
this ne one singh ‘nas beet 
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e King versus Collet, where the question 
ching the legality of granting reliefito able, 
died paupers was evidently, evaded by that 
burt; and what is moze, the acquieseence of 
sons themselves, >. wis | feel, shemselwes 
rieved, by refusiag as they have dome/(aed 
tbe overseers .of ddasilbury, did, om the, 7. 
broary, 183},—though rest distinctly told 
y myself and-brother jestices; that we were 


ady to meet them iu that court, da order to) 


ve the question settled buth at once and for 
er), to enter the Court of. Kieg’s Beach, 
ith a view of bringing the legal cousidera- 
vv of this question befure the fiaal adjudica- 
n of the judges of the laud L affirm that 
| collectively have couspired to give a celour 
pd a credit to the propriety of this practice, 
nd have clothed the exercise of it with all 
be sanctity of long. usage.. Is is perfectly 
, that the Pasliameutary committee on 
be poor-laws, just previous, to the dissolution 
the late Parliament, resolved, that it was 
peaient, that, the opinion of the judges 
bould betaken om the toVowing questions : 
1. Does the.43,.of Elizabeth, chap. 2, orany 
er law, au'horise magistrates to order any 
lief tu be given to poor, persuas who are able 
» work, or to afford them auy assistance, ex- 
pt hy procuring seme employment for them 
here employment can be obtained ? 
2. If it be satisfactorily, proved that employ- 
eut cannot be procured withia a reasouable 
stance of the, parish to which able-bodied 
r belong, will the magistrates in such case 
authoriped te order neiiel.? ..- ms 
3. Where able-bodied poor persons main- 
ony & part of their family hy the wages 
ther labour, are magistrates authorised ty 
er any relief to be given to them fer the 
alutewvance of suchwuf, their children, not 
lng able to work,as they.cannet maintaia ? 
ud which the abrupt prorogativa and subse- 
eut dissolution of ,uat Parliament aluue 
rented from being cam ied inty effect. The 
ry fact, ho sever, uf dows being entertained 
pon this subject, hy a parliamentary commit- 
Pe, sitting upow the question.ef the -laws, 
d the very fact ofthis brancis of the legisla- 
re requiring the aid and advice of the judzes 
the laud, in arder tolenable them tw prove 
hether the grauting selief ww able-bedied meu, 
nder extreme circumstances wfidistress and 
u-empl ymeut, was legal onillegal, showsol, 
: . —* * the. Statute law om this, sub- 
— ey OMe aS ft, at all eveuts tauch 
iNlegality i 5 ahr. Oke 
ravoure | tbe.court of 
Sere ng ey 
,On . ; 
» lll these doutts ape « — silk 
opinion of the judges is .deliventdynthese 
‘Utes oughtty nm fav wy 
ject, io fa ; Pr hae ion Bing 
v ' rer 
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** lief to be paid to any industrieus poor person 
‘tor persons at bis, ber, or their home or 
** homes, house or houses, under certain cir- 
“ cumstances of temporary Niness;” aud as 
Jong as.the'S¥. Gs 3,.e, L2and 15, which statute 
evables).two: justices, wader, certain circium- 
Stauce, on cumplaiwtef the want of adequate 
relief, by or on the behalf of any ‘* poor inha- 
bitant,” (not of the “ Jame, impetent, old, 
‘+ hlind, aud such other among them bei 

‘* poor and at able io work,” as recited in an 
hmited by the statute of 43. Eliz, chap, 2.) but 
geverally, ou the behalf of any ‘+ poor iuha- 
bitant,”""—I say, that as long as justices are 
empowered by this statute, as well *‘ to make 
‘an order upder their haods and seals for 
‘** such relief as they in their, just and proper 
*€ discretion shall think necessary, reference 
“« being had by such justices as the character 
*€ and conduct of theapp'ivant,”' so Jong shall 
I for one consider that there has been a virtual 
departure from the letter and spirit of the 
43. Elizabeth, chap. 2.;. aud,so Jong shall I 
cousider that the statutes have beeu enlarged, 
with a view of meeting the exigencies of the 
present time, aud the difficulties and distresses 
of the ‘* poor inhebitants" of,.every parish 
within the counties of Eugland,—I, now pro- 
ceed to address myself to the considerativn of 
Mr. Okeden’s concluding \observatiogs upon 
the, parish of Hasilbury .Beyag, and wich 
stand thus io his report: 4‘ Mr, Walter, deter- 
‘*‘ mined, io the year 1623, t.pudau.end to 
‘** the illegal system of soundemen,or stem- 
‘meu, aud he appealed to the,,Dorsetshire 
‘* July quarter sessiuns agains: the ra’e made 
‘* for that purpose.” * 1 fear Mr, Walter's 
* appe:l in 1823, did net.conciliate the ma- 
‘* gistrates ; and certuim it is, that,in. some 
‘remarkable eses the beuch of the divisioa 
** bave dove all in their power to counteract 
* Mr. Walter's efforts.”. Now J ask in the 
first place, who are “ the magistrates” who 
are, by implication, aceused by | Mr. Okeden 
of heiug actuated by a spirit .ef, vindictive 
feeling towards the highly resnectable rector 
of this parish? Iu the year 1823, the parish 
of Hasilbury was part and parcel «f the divi- 
sion of Blaudford, and was therefore against 
the adjudicativo and: allowance, of, the rate 
sanctiooed by the boouurable magistrate 6 of 
the Blandford division, aed netagainst any ju- 
dicial * of ine tices of a pen nd 4 


tices of the Blagdford diviai my they,,.as 0 tt 

; v pe“? ais. 4 ony . : 
29%. then : — — 
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charge of their judicial functions, could not| 
e have heen influenced by possibility in any mat- 
ter or thing where Mr. Walter has been con- 
cerned. Nor do I believe that * the bench” 
ever came in contact with or had any opportu- | 
nity of “ thwarting” the rector of Aasiltiiry 
Bryan, except when, on tao occasions, le at- 
tended the petty sessions for the purpose of pro- 
mulgating doctrines of von-intér/ereuce in Cases 
of parochial retief, which the justices of the di- 
visiou did oot deem it expedient to accede tv — 
thinking that the control of the overseers, 
and the power of granting relief to paupers 
out of employ, ought not to be surrendered by 
them to aby one, however respectable he 
might be in bis iudividual capacity. As Mr. 
Okeden, however, has stated that “ in some | 
remarkable cases,’ the bench of the division | 
have done all ia their power to counteract 
Mr. Walter's efforts, I here beg Jeave, not) 
merely in My own Ofame, but in the name of | 
the whole bench, to démaad from Mr. Oieden | 








| viously recited by me, atid ‘with charzes ani 
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purity of his principles, or the correctness of 
his conduct as ageutleman and as a magistrate 
I will only add, that this unkind insinnation of 
Mr. Okeden’s is the more extraordinary aod 
auexpected, wien it is considered that Mr, 
Okeder himSelf’ Was continually in attendance 
upon that very court of qi/arter sessions, which, 
at the “Easter sessidns’ Gf: 1830, placed the 
parish of Hasifbury vuder our jurisdiction fe 
the first time from and after the 1. of Septen. 
ber then ps yode nas sever years alter the 
appeal of Mr.‘Walter’ in 1823. ° I now pause 
a moment, at thid sage of thy inquiry, forthe 
purpose of asking whether Mr,’ Okrden’s re 
port, with the suppressivin of these facts pre 


















insinuations On his part, against the justices of 
this division, every one of which T have proved 
to have been insufficiently alleged. [ask whe 
ther this report, as far as’ the division over 
which we are presiding 1s contetned, can be 
considered as **'a ‘diligedt and full inquiry 









a distiuct enumeration and explanstion of |“ iuto the prattical Upetatibn of the laws for 
these“ retnarkable Cases,” requiriug at the | “ the relief of thé poor,” and au impartial, fair, 



















'* © 9 
ihe same time the namie Of the indivi iual on whose | open, aud candid ‘statement of facts, where 
ia statements he has thus presumed to impugn | his emptoyers, the poor-law commissioners of 
| our magisterial conduct. But what will be | Eogland, can form Cortett opinions touching 


9 thought of the levity of manner, and the insuf· the effects produced by those laws. | hare 
! ficiency of evidence, on which Mr.Okeden has , proved already that Mr. Okedeo has not cor 
‘ resuined to atiempt to affix a stigma ou “ the | rectly stated even the amudnt of the poor 
is uch” at Sturminster, aid on the parity of; rate expended by the overseers ‘oF Hasilbury; 
motives abd couduct, which, 1 boldly affirm, ‘and that he tiaé’ njstaken “and assigned the 
have always characterized the judicial acts of | expenditure of one year for anther. | hare 
the four remaiuity justices whose codduet iy | proved that Mr. Okeden has quoted the gros 
this matter remains tobe accounted for; what | sum standitig at thé fdotbf the’ account, fot 
will be thought of this attempt on the part of | the year 1831, stating that sum_to have beet 
Mr. Okedeu ‘to impute to them something  “ expended on the poor” in that particulat 
> the - extraordivay 


Henry Walter, because that highly respectable | 
gentleman, “in the year 1823, appealed to the | 
** Dorsetshire July quarter sessions against the 


i like vindictive feelings towards the Rev.| year, without deduction 
i 







sums levied upon and paid out of the poor 
rate, amouuting to 482 T95., and without a 
lowing for the sam of T6?: I 4d. in hand, 

















4 “ rate made fur the purpose ” of paying these | aud therefore Yevied “in, and belonging  * 
ne roundsmen and stem-men (even granted that; previous year,—makiog therefore, in his 
vr this rate had been ministerially allowed by us, statement of expenditure for this one yett, 
which did not happen w be the case). Wheu! a mistake of no. less, than sixty: Six pounds, 
I declare, as 1 do from authority, that so far | sixteen shillings, aud four-pence, upou the 
from opposing Mr. Walter on that occasion, l. sum of 443 106 2d 43 — *5 proved that 

ed the kh 

ever 





for one, aud my hongarable colleague, the Rev,| Mr. Okheden bas quot ighest amouat of 
Joho Bastard, fur another, actually voted iu expeoditure, perhaps, -koown iv! 
favour vf ‘the principle coutendéd for, and the parish of Hasithary, ‘browglit’about to, ® 
ak appeal which was ¢utered and prosecuted by that excessive’ iacredse if" poor-rate was, by 
ee Mr. Walter; and that of the remaining two the operatiot of éxtefnal and iriternal canst 
—44 most hoootirable men, whv, with Mr. Bastard | with which ve, as jastices o the tivision, » 
J aud ** at that time canttitutede the nothing to do—aud for which, therefore, * 
: . bench’ at Sturaifester Newton, one was absent ought not ty have been blamed; avd which 
frow the stésions ; and tha’, with respect to tue. circamstauces, cuimorn difigéite in the ee 
other; friitm the tapse of time Which has taken cution of His duty, as @ Commissioner paid o 
place, tt is Uiffictiit to 'aseértain whether he was of the public purse, add Gumimion candout 4 
vt tow tte Wwitell Vipoa tiat scare justice towards the aforesaid magistrate, ost 
ut when Iostate that the ‘haine of that ove tw have indeed him ‘ty “explata and pvtict 

















colleague, of Whude "presetite ‘aud vote these witli the view, If no othermutives intervene 
doubts are ied ;whea T'stafe that lit of mt Pd ete expenditure 
name is 4,” Eth? bt Hanford) this parish it ‘aw true arid’ just position ret 
House, | state tH that upon the’ tively to each other.” have also * 
name of at al so > 80 ho?! withia the théee st Years; ia which the pars 
nourable, so uprigbt, and ex af be is,| of Hasilbu?ytias been under_our magisten#! 





oa earth ty control, theré has been a yearly decrease 
' amouvtiog 
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r cent. on the average of those years; 
d which, though eloquently caplet, wheo 
aking of the parish of Crago a 
g the yearly decrease of pacish bale be 
A 
a | 


ut by the syste -1 
pted by hima i %s — * 

ly omitted, and, has. Sm —5 — or 
nduess to netice,, when A— in, the 


vision of Age Justis | to, whose edminis- 
tion of, the poor-law chooses to. he op: 
ed. I have also proved Joy the tau ah 
bich Mr. Okeden bas hiichactaty. and | 
ust also say yery liberally made, touching 
e improper or appareftly vindictive motives 
ich have influenced our decisions, sy far as 
highly respectable rector and the. overseers 
Hasiibury are. conrerped, are not only 
oundless aed, uytrué, bat that they age at- 
butable, if aitributable te any ove, to the} 9 
Mstices of a meighbourinug division,—tu the jus- 
es of Blandford, and to them alone, whose 
lowance of the rate was appealed against, 
Mr. Walter; and ica na es 5— pe- 
od of seven years after the determination of 
at question, alune juterfered in, aud con 
lied thé affairs of the parish of Hasilbury '! 
ving proved thus much, and leaving the 
usideration of these facts to the candour and 
stice of the public, L, pow proceed to the 
rther consideration of the ſiaal part of Mr. 
ceden’s neport—so far as we, the said jus- 
es of the Sturminster division, are collec- 
ely affected by it. 


STURMINSTER NEWTON PARISH, 


Having thus disposed of the, parish of 
asilbury Bryap, Mr. Okeden proceeds to 
ake a sweeping and very compreheasive 
vey of the ** district of Sturminster New- 
Hn; meaning, J] presume, the stete aud con- 
tion of the divisiots geverally; aud which 
rvey and summary 4 is made i iu, the following 
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very remarkable sentence :—* I have already 
“* named in my report on Dorsetshire, the dis- 
es trict, of, es Newton, as the worst ° 


ie Be a 0 poor. —2*5 with the 
» ion te_rates in the county: 
Meh —— ho brick is there so 
& gnugh aah ier Talerfe fereyce,” Now the 
fair an foo Nerrnde ti be drawn from these 
words is. si —* y this; “th or ‘the ill-regulation 
as fy poor couceris, which pervades the whole 
—*28 is attributable to'‘* magisterial in- 
terfere at and that the proportion of poor 
tate in this division is bigher than it is tu any 
other division of the whale cvunty, and that 
such higher proportion is principally, if not 
solely, attributable to the interfereuce also, of 
us, the justices aforesaid! But I, not ouly 
deny absolutely and positively this statement 
f Mr. Okedeu, but l proceed to show by facts 
Chick canvot he contradicted, beginning with 
the parish of Sturminster Newton, aud tracing 
the effects uf our system throughout the twenty 
parishes which constitute this division, that 
Mr, Okeden lias again accused and misrepre- 
sented us in a most uuwarrantable manner. 
First, then, to commence | with the town 
aud parish of Sturminster Newton ; I beg to 
state that the return made to the "justices of 
this division, oy oath, in pursdauce of the 55, 
Geo. ILI, chap. 51 both as to the extent and 
this parish is as follows : oe 
- acres, 3, 837, £. 3 d, 
Annual value. vu, monesnnneenan tenn, © 
Average amount of tithes ** A 0 0 
Stock in trade....sccsncessneon os 1s 


Total annual value ..., £6,843 11 8 








aad that the population of the whole parish, 
according to the returns of the year 1831, 
amounts tv 1,831 persone, The r-rate 
from 1830 duwa to Ladyday, 1833, stands 





the value of precisely as follows :— 
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d the quesuon is, wheiber, as, 43 assumed anid 
ated by Mr. Okeden, this —* of poor- 
te, in the parish .of Sturmiuster, is attri- 
stable, either solely.ar principally, to se ma- 
terial interference” or ti other causes, dis. 
bct and reasoua Mes, and beyond.the cootrol 
those magistrates; and which causes of io- 
ase, duly consi ered, would bead, to coe- 
asious more just: 
n has formed, so, 
rem Me this — 
hand, and more oy tig 
veyiug to his Majesty's w cam 
proper i —— 


ners 





that increase would have takeu long be- 
fore the period of 1832, in which year the first 
increase of any Cconsequenee, - Nee iporense 
of 4151, 14s. 3d. over, the — 325 the pre- 
vious year, took place upon he net, expendi- 
lure © pour-rate 5 that‘ mt * en 
im operation for nearly, , * 
twenty 7 ri Se chick 
ined the 


— — instructions, 


cin — Stur- 


— iow atta : Joel he 


year 1832. ., 
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the county of Somerset) a great number of 
years agu, the Wiucantun division beiog tu 
@he northern direction of the county, closely 
adjoining to ovr own: it haviug been, | pre- 


sume, the object of the judges who so intro- | p 


duced it, to assimilate as much as they cvuld 
well do, the rate of relief iu this neighbour- 
hood geuerally ; and as a great deal! lias been 
gaid about the nature and effects produced by 
this ‘‘ seule,” 1 here beg leave to present the 
public with a copy of the sawe as orignally 
introduce’, leaving them to calculate whether 
avy bumau being can exist upon a sim less 
than that which the said “ scale,” when in use, 
allowed for their support; and whether, in 
fact, they cau honestly exist upon it at all. 


SCALE IN THE WINCANTON 
DIVISION. 

For regulating the Ailowauce of Parochial 
Relief ts the Poor, accurding to the price of 
breail, where there are two or more messing 
together in one family. 
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The earniogs of a woman having thy 
children under twelve years of age not tu 
taken into account, 

lo parishes where fuel is not supplied to the 
oor on moderate terms, the magistrates wil 
jake att additignal allowance to the pauper, 


— — 





Mr, Okeden, however, bas stated, taking 
the particular parish of Hasilbury as a mode, 
that the wages which are earned by a maa, 
his wife, and three, childcen, amouut to 
5s. per annum, and he has apparently mai 
this remark, with a view of sbowiug that th 
justices of this division are wot warravte 
under such circumstances, in makivg aty 
grant to a family at all, where wages so grea 
can be received almost by asking for them 
hut | beg to inferm Mr, Okeden that be is ia 
error, if he conceives, or being wld as much, 
believes, that generally speaking, a labouring 
man with a wife and three children can ean 
anything like the wages here stated by him 
| affirm, first, that ĩu many parishes, no work 
cau be got by a labourivg mau at all at cer 
tain seasons of the year: secoudly, if work 
can be got at seven shillings a week, that ia 
wet days and bad weather they are «llowe 
vothing by their employer, and are sent bone, 
to my certain kuowledge, without a farthing; 
ion proof of which, I state, as a fact, that is 
the parish of Sturminster, Newton, during tt 
hay harvest, and during. last summer tine, 
no less than forty persons were dismissed and 
seut hume on one single morning, iu couse 
quence of a storm of rain repdering the by 
unfit to be carried,—and that in the winter 
mouths, io hard frost and deep snow, whe 
labourers cannot work, if wark could be pre 
vided for them, similar deductions must 
made from this, general assumed am uot d 
i3s. fid, per week; and yet Mr, Okeden, wit 
out sufhcient inquiry into. these facts, or tt 
practice of the division, has, eagerly caught# 
this gross amount of wages, and rated th 
same at 411. 5s per annum ; as if uo abatem 
whatever was to be made, or ever was mai, 
from the same!! But I further—I dey 
that a woman who has a husband and tht 
children to wash and. mend and provide fuod 
for, cau. eare ihe sum of, 2s, Gd.per week 
buttou-making: and! reall believe that the 
poor mau’s income Ah nny te JL two 10. pe 
aunum bigher than it, really is, taking 0 
year with another. But Talsodeclare that ih 
as assumed by Mr. Okeden, there could be 
earved and anoually enjoyed by an able-" 
man, with a wife and three children, the v 
of Is. 6d. per. week, or 411. 5s, per annum,# 
stated by him, in no case whatever shauld 
as Justices of this division, urderor y he 
a single farthing by way of reli f—our * 
allowance te the number of perso 
cluding bouse-rent, ) Ds 
which is 3s, 6d, per. 

y Mire 
’ 









tank’ iG 


















—s oF 


eee ee a wT oe See Oe Oe ae eee 


© such increase. 


10ra Avcusr, 15833. 


ing ; varying according to circumstances,— 
rted from where necessary,—and abridged 


‘extended, or withheld entirely, (as 1 shall 


sently show, in contradiction toy Mr, Oke- 
»,) where the character of the pris was 
deserving. But{ repeat, that if the scale 
| been the cause,—and if “ magisterial inter- 
nce” had been the cause also of the sud- 
n increase of thé poor-rates iu Sturminster, 
is remarkable iudeed that such iticrease 
not take place during the twenty years that 

scale had been at work, prior to 1832 ;— 
d during which time, to my own certain 
owledge, the same amount of “* magisterial 

rference”” had been used without produc- 
What thew are the causes 
this increase—and of the morat wretched- 
s and “ill-regulation” of the parish of 


urminster Newton, which, as aconsequence, 


ve succeeded? 1 state first, that there has 
n, within the last ten years, au increase 
population within the town of Sturmiuster, 
ounting tv two hundred and nineteen 
‘sons; and which uumber,—thrown vpun 
town already over-populated, without any, 
n the slightest increase of profitable labuur, 
sthave produced, as they have produced, 

increase both of poverty and expeuse. 
owl will assume thatone-third only of these 
sons, (increased by this: time to full 260 
rsous.) have been thrown upon the parish, 
hich will amount to seventy-three persons ; 
i which persons, at the common and ordi- 
ry rate of relief, or consumption, (call it 
bat you will,) at Is. 6d. per head, wi hos 
tthe parish the sum of 2777. 8s. au. 
m; aud which sum I produce as the first 

1 by way of a set-off to, and as a means «f 
counting for, this sudden increase of 415/. 
. Sd., merely adding that the extreme pres. 
e of these childrén cuuld not have been 
tat once, or he reasonably expected to take 


ace, till they had arrived at the period of 10 


l2 years of age. But I beg leave to say, 
at there has been alen, a sudden decrease of 
peuditure of Capital as well, within the town 
d parish of Sturmiuster, within the precise 
riod of the two last years ;—the very years 
Which this sdduen increase has tak en place 
the poor-rates ; which, of itself, connected 
th ove more cause about to be assigned, 
| leaving the incréase of population, with a 
Crease of profitable labour totally out of the 
esilon, would ' ent to’ mnt for 


rm sudden thoialea ae" rt 6 the 
ei 


ent aforesaid, “T’ “e fact, which 
r. Okeden might have —— re 
luiry, that fromm 1825 to 1830, twolhenevolent 


mest Pe 2. liv 

® 27 or 28 men B 

she sate of 10K. per weeks ahd” 
ture fur that period: take 
amovat : , J a . 
hundred per tian 


partieu ar msde 


additional sum of 300/. per annum, to be made: 
up by the overseers of this parish; for out of 
their department only can the deficit he made 
up; making up the sum of 577/. 8s. aunual 
luss to the parish, and additonal increase of 
the Sturminster poor-rate, without the slight- 
est particle of ‘* magisterial interference " ow 
the part of the justices of this division; aad 
when to this is added the fact, that from the 
depression and distress which have fallen upow 
the shopkee;ers and farmers, there has been 
fa manifest aud lamentable decrease of em- 
ployment and demaud for labour, (aod which 
will be conceived to be the case wheu | srate 
that if the whole lab uring pupulation of the 
parish were employed and apportioned, it would 
require only one man to every seventy acres of 
land!) ; and that from one cause and another 
tie surplus of able-bodied men have not been 
engaged by the merchants ia the Newfound- 
land trade as they used to be formerls, the 
average per annum, who were sent out from 
Sturminster, till within these tew years, being 
six, and the same number engaged and sent 
out, since that periud, being only two, and oc- 
casionally three persons ; therebythrowing the 
weight and pressure of thirty orfurty men at 
the least upon the parish, on the average of 
ten years, together with the chance, I * 
also say the certainty of theit coutracting 
marriages, aod burdening the parish with # 
family in the mean time; I say that whem 
from these causes combined, we find that the 
ee of the labuouring por, has 
arrived to the preseut pitch, we shall fee! our~ 
selvesenabled on the uve hand to account for 
the iucrease of poor-rate which has takes 
place at this particular crisis, without tracing 
it to “ magisterial influence,” with whick 
I now proceed to show that it has had nothmg 
to do ;—and to feel ourselves justified in ex- 
pressing our astonisbment on the other, that 
uone of those causes should have beea noticed 
by Mr. Okeden in that part of his report whicts 
has beeu ** published by authority!” But there 
are other causes which will account for the 
afvresaid increase of the Sturminster poor-rate, 
and which in one sense will justify the de« 
claratiou of Mr.Okedeu that the parish of Sture 
minster has been an “ ill-regulated parish.” 
About twelve mouths ago, the late over 
seers, without consulting the justices, placed 
the able-bodied single mew of the parish whe 
were out of employ, on the following most in- 
fficient allowavce ; they tuld them that 





puld work - * 
























overseers of the town of Sturminster, where 
was the “* isterial interference ’’ so much 
complained of by Mr. Okeden? How many 
summonses were granted by them, at the suit 
of the unmarried, oppressed, and ill- paid pau- 
pers of the parish of Sturmiuster ;--how many 
orders of relief were made by the busy and 
“« interfering) magistrates "'. of this mis · 
managed division? None! No one single 
summons was issued—no one single order of 
maintenance was made—and these cases, as 
at Cranbourne, were allowed to ‘' rest on their 
own werits,” it having been the practice, and 
it being now the practice of myself and brother 
justices, never to interfere if we consider that 
the party complaining has enough for a bare 
subsistence. But | state, as an additional 
fact, by way of showing the increase of the 
poor’s expenditure in this parish, that the very 
trifling sum thus afforded to the single man, 
amounted to 150. perannum. | beg alse to 
state, as a proof of our forbearance and von- 
interference with parochial management, that. 
Upon the 22. of the present month, thirty- 
nive of the able-bodied paupers of this parish, 
came to my bouse in a body, complaining of 
ill-usage on the part of the then newly-appoint- 
ed overseers, and asking fur my advice aud as 
sistance on the occasiov, My first step was, 
to order every one of these men to return to 
their parish, leaving as representatives of each 
class of complaipaats two married and two 
single men to detail and to explain to me their 
ievances : and although, upon examining 
se foer men | found, that without due no- 
tice, the new overseers had reduced the single 
men to the allowance of 2s, 6d. per week, in- 
stead of 3s. as previously allowed, requiring 
them to work, as they now work, twelve hours 
per day for the whole week, for this miserable 
pittance, yet so far from exercising any 
‘* magisterial interference” in the matter, | 
issued no summons—I made them no pro- 
mise—merely saying that the justices of the 
division would hold a conference with the 
parish, taking’at the same time the precaution 
of driving into the town, and telling the whole 
aumber of fifty men, whu had all struck work, 
and were assembled at the Crown fon, that by 
taking the law into their own hands, and by 
combining as they had done for an unlawful 
purpose, viz. that of intimidatiug the overseers. 
by leaving their work, which all of them 
had done on 


— — yw accouodts, ipasmuch as 


distinction as to character, and 1 can state 


that up to this time—twenty-five days alter 


the event above alluded to, vo steps whatever 
have been takep either by m or brother 
justices ‘to ‘coerce the ers; althou 
my own opiniod most d is—now that 
the men are agaln’ jetly at work, that the 
sum of 2s. 6d. to hen; should be in- 
Steet enn . which it was 
RE Ta 
six two, as 
heretofore, and that tov at twelve hours per 
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and presented 
end of the al This is ⸗ 
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day for this wretched insufficient sum, an 
because no single map, without the advay 
derived from numbers in a family, cao subsig 
henestly, for Jess than 3s. per week. It wil! jp 
expected.also,y whilst J, am, enumerating thy 
causes which have led ,to this. increase, that | 
should state the average number of men, able. 
bodied mea-which, haye been. out of employ ig 
the parish of Siurminster within the ten yean 
last past, and)which 1 do, by stating, thatr 
less than ferty. men. with. their families are ip 
the aforesaid most deplorable coudition ; and 
I then leave apy oue to, wonder, if they cay, 
at the increase,and amount of the Sturminster 
parochial poor-rate. expenditure, coupled x 
that nou-employment. has been with othe 
causes, aud connected as these causes hav 
also been by the levying .of fourteen special 
aud extraerdinary county, rates, withiu this 
period, or neatly so, fur the erection aud cou- 
pletion of the Lunatic County Asylum, at Fore- 
ton, aod which causes, collectively taken, will 
surely be more than sufficient to account for 
the increased expenditure of the year ending 
Ladyday, 1633, over Uaat, of 1830 and 183); 
amounting in the gross,to 650d. Gs, 94d. iu- 
crease upon a population..of 1,831 persons 
under the peculiar, and, distressing circuw- 
stances above alluded to. 

I now proceed to notice the sole remaining 
charge of Mr. Okeden ) against the justices of 
this division, contained as that most seriovs 
accusatiov against us is in the following words 
of his report: “ Jn this district indeed the 
*< overseers know so well theiuability of resist 
** ance, that to avoid trouble, expense, aud 
‘‘ repruof, they generally accede to the de 
“ mands, and settle all claims, not by che 
“< racter or merit, but by the rules of additiot 
‘aud subtraction,’ In ‘replying to ‘i 
charge, I do not content myself with making, 
as Mr. Okeden has; anfortanately done mort 
than once, an allegation without evident 
to support it, bet I deny the charge both ie 
the naine of the overseers of the division, 2% 
in the name of the justices «of this divs 
as well ; and I proceed™to stiow, by rece 
proofs, that our ptactice*is: quite cootriy 
to that which is thus impisted: to. us by Mr 
Okeden. 1 must ‘state inthe! first plac, 
that with the exception ‘of Hasilbury Bry® 
and Sturminster generally, avd of Stalbri gt 
aud Iwerne Courtenay’ parishes) very rarely 
and occasionally, (four parishes out of W 
number of twenty, as contaised in our whole 
division), we scarcely’ ever hear or see, “ 
come in contact with the overseers of avy 0 


si trish, except in cases of re 
—* — ‘when their accounts #* 
made up for allowance at ™ 

















































uestioned, and therefore I affir —M 
overseers of these twenty arisbes “* et LI 
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ror —— rules of 








“ subtaction :” J affirm that it | 
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Bhich we are ignorant of,—and what is more, 


tors Avavusr, 1833. 


ich we have not sanctioned,—that it is one 


it is one which we do not believe to exist. 

a proof, however, that when overseers 
oose to take the trouble to lay complaints 
inst{the ‘‘ characters” of paupers (which we 
continually and ipeessautly obliged to do, 
d which they willnot take the trouble to do, 
we can prove, if hecessary, on oath, both by 
urclerk aud the admission of overseers of 
e several parishes as well), as a proof that 
have recourse to those powers of discrimi- 
tiun which as men and individuals we 
ght to exercise, and which as magistrates, 
accordance with the spirit of 59. Geo. Iil,, 
hap. 12, we are bounden to carry into effect ia 
| cases that come before us; as a proof that 
character and merit” do form the basis of 
r decisions, | must positively declare that 
several instances which have lately come 
fore us, even from the parish of Hasi}bury, 
d also from the towus of Stalbridge and 
urminster Newton, and other parishes as 
ell, we have refused relief to a certain num- 
rof applicants on account of their indiffe- 
ot characters; and I also state that in the 





bly four cases whieh have come before us 
p the past year, from the populous town of 
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Stalbridge, we have, on the complaint of the 
overseers, committed one, aud reprimanded 
three others, the overseers stating that the 
above example would auswer the ends of jus- 
tice, and the object they bad in view. 

‘lathe town and parish of Sturminster also, 
where, ftom the state of mismanagement on 
the part of the laté overseers, a fearful amount 
of crime is now taking place, and will continue 
to take place, if, as 1 bupe will be the case, a 
better system “Of pauper management is not 
speedily introduced (the allotment system being 
now about to be tried, aud the labour rate 
being about to be had recourse to at Michael- 
mas next, both of which, in the vpision of the 
assistant overseer, will reduce the poor-rate 
one-fourth for the time to come). Asa proof 
that we bave not been idle aid remiss in our 
duty in this parish, I state as a fact, that we 
have not ouly refused crlief to undeserving 
characters, but that we have done the utmost 
in our power to suppress every sort: of crime, 
and that even within the year now last past we 
have dealt with the criminal, aud idle, aud 
disorderly, of the parish of Sturmimster, as 
fo'lows: and this tov in many of the cases at 
the suit of the overseer :— 





apable of doing work, aud the pees ahov 


build up a shed with; Bot contented however 
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Total punished by the justices of this divi- 
on from Sturminster only— nineteen persons. 
In my own parish, the parish of Stock Gay- 
rd, | can also affirm thet the only man who 
‘ applied for setief for the period of upwards 
f ten years, wasirefused relief by the justices 
f this division.om the plea of bad character 
oder the folluwing: eircumstances. 1 have 
mployed, for a series of years, pearly every 
han in the parish, able-bodied or otherwise, 
e 


lluded to amotgst them. 4b apprenticed 
1s son, and placed ‘out his two daughters at 
rvice, aod bad given him some fir poles to 


ith taking the trees which; had been given 
im he cut sixteen others. 6 ope « 
*y plantations, -and.for this agt of dishe 
© was dismissed. by m yar ‘used, 
operiy, any ‘ ” ins. 


justices of this division. Whilst upon this sub- 
ject, | will also add, speaking of my own pa- 
rish, that I have apportioned at moderate rent, 
from half-an-acre to three quarters of an acre 
of land to every labourer of this parish, and to 
a certain number of the adjvining parish of 
Lydlinch as well, in. which a portion of my 
property is situated; that.eyery man bas from 
vue, to two or more pigs; 20,une, with the ex- 
ception aforesaid, having been bef the beach 
either for relief, or for any act, of dishonesty 
for the period of more than ten years, (1 might 
perbaps say for double that neriod.) and that 
eur poor-rate does pot exceed the trifling sum 
of 1s, 4d. in the pound ; and I baye no doubt, 


that if Mr. Okeden hail in 
throughout th rishes,.w 
* state and a 
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of the division : but which, act of dis- 

» the art a ene e twely . nths 
nthe part of the ‘offenders Loh rdoned 
nd overlooked :) the mam bei 
usual work, aud toa state: 
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show the well-being of those parishes generally, | from any other division in the whole county 
the good character of their inhabitants, and | of Dorset? 
the discreet and cautious mo ‘e of conduct of | (Here was a Table proving the falsehood ¢ 
the magistracy of the division under w hose Okeden’s report; but it was not becessary 
control they are placed. lastead of so dving,| to insert it here. , 
instead of adducing facts and arguments,| Lastly, I must observe, though mst re. 
« modera instances,” and proofs in confirma- | luctantly, that, taken as a whole, nothing cay 
tion of his bold assertion, ‘‘ That the distric!| be more unfair or unsatisfactory, than My, 
“ of Sturminster Newton is the worst regu-| Okeden’s poor-law report, if general inform. 
“ luted as to poor concerns, with the highest}'iou and correct wiews of the “ practical 
** proportionate rates in the county ;”’ instead of | operation of the poor-laws ” are to be deduced 
conforming himself to the rules and directions | from its pages, and which will appear to be 
of the p or-law commissioners, who tell him | the case, from a cursory glance over the sur. 
to dwell principally “ on those facts from which} face of the same. First, with regard & 
“some general inference may be drawn, and| Cranbourne: in this parish, Mr. Oketes 
“ which form the rule rather than the ercep-| states that “ the average wages are 8». ani 
** tion,”’ Mr. Okeden has chusen to invert] “ 9s. per week; that the population cuusists 
this geverous maxim, and has fastened with] of 2,158 persons; and that there are 13,052 
avidity upon the single parish of Hasilbury,|“ acres in the parish; that there is a pottery 
which forms the exception iustead of the rule, |“ which employs 110 persons ; that the woods 
even according to Mr. Okeden’s own state-|‘* afford very profitab’e piece-work labour, in 
ments, taking them as they stand; and then| ‘“‘ feucing, burdiing, and fagotiog, at each of 
most illogically and unjustly arguing from|“ which employments an able-bodied ma 
particulars to universals, bas ventured and|‘‘ may earn from 12s. to 14s. per week ; that 
endeavoured from a solitary instance of pre-|** the labuurer has another great advantage, 
sumed parochial irregularity aud mismanage-|‘* he is atlowed to cut turf for himself gratis, 
ment (admitting it for mere argument to] “ so that his fuel costs him nothing but the 
have been so), tu infer, and to charge the“ labour, and its vicinity to the heath does 
justices of the division with a system of bad|** not require carriage home.” Mr. Okeden 
management, and irregularity of practice} also states that “ ten acres of land have lately 
throughout their whole division or district.| been given up to the poor,” and further, tnat 
But | ask, where are the proofs of this as. ]** no distinction is made by iddividuals in the 
sumption and declaration oa the part of Mr.| wages of single and married sren;” and thea 
Okeden ?_ Where are the proofs on his part/takes credit to himself, that such a parish 
that our division is visited aed afflicted “ with} within his own division is ia a prosperous 
the highest proportionate rates iv the county ?"’| aud well-regula'ed condition, under such cit 
Why has not Mr, Okeden produced a Schedule} cumstances! { But Jet me ask avy mt, 
of the whole division, with the poor-rate| whether it is fair ta cont:ast a parish, thy 
expenditure, and population and povndage of | blessed with advantages of various k uds, a 
every parish, compared and contrasted with| the parish of Cranbourne is beyavd all dou't, 
schedules from other divisions, ** from whence! with such a parish as Sturminster Newton for 
some geueral inference mig't be drawn,” and | instance ; ie differeuce between the t+° 
where the ‘‘ general rule” of our practice,| parishes being simyly this .. first, that 10 
compared with the practice of other divisions,| Cranbourne there are 2,158 per-ons appr 
might be seen and fairly appreciated ? Why | tioned tu 13,C52.acres, or one person ouly a 
has not Mr, Okeden dove this, instead of}an average to six acres of land, whilst iv Su 
selecting, ay he bas dove, one single parish] minster Newtou, there aré 1,831, persvvs ap 
only, seemingly with a view of illustrating] portioned on 3,837 acres, there heing Int 
his own peculiar opinions (which have beca| more thau two acres only to each persed; 
repudiated by the justices of the whole county | there are no woods where an able-bodied mat 
in quarter sessions assembled), and seemingly | can earn “ 8s. or Ys,’ much less ** 12s, aud ! 44 
for the purpose of imputing to the justices of] per week ;” the poor man et Sturminster 8 
this division motives of conduct avd feelings| uot ‘* allowed to cut turf for himself gra" 
of reseutment and unkiuduess towards the/ on the contrary he bas to pay ls. dd. per cut 
rector of Hasilbury, which they shrink from] for his coal: at Cranbourne, there is, in 
with abhorrence? What Mr. Okedeo has! dition to the gardens which ere attached 
* done, 1 here ber ara Ng do for him :| cottages “ which border ** * 2 9 
present au analy-is of the r-law ex-jof land, a rtioved to the pour, b 
Penditure, the population, gad the amount | of the — at — atenae che pone oe 
Sf poor rate in «he pound, of every parish| gives on an average 5/, per annv for his 
in the Sf er division: 1 do so iu] house, with en, and there has bees 
justice —* —22 rye Law Commis-| uo laud p d for the poor 
siovers ‘as, i ean ti pad r 3 
— —— —Ma 
subject; 1 do so in justi ell tot 7 
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r only; at Cranbourne, the able-bodied 
i! of whom appear to be employed) earn iv 
Jivary cases 8s and ‘s., and in other cases 
“ very profitable wages of 12s, and 14s. 

r week ;” at Sturminster there wre generatly 
ity, Aways forty, men out Of emytoy, who 
» paid thus—single meh, 26: "6d. per week, 
r their week’s work ; married men and their 
ives, 4s.6d.for the same all thé ‘Year round’: 
nd yet with these differentés, a contrast is 
tempted to be drawn by Mr. Okeden between 
e two parishes, as if they were in circum- 
nces exactly parallel; aud as if there was 
» more need of “* magisterial interference “ 
» the one case than in the other! Mr. Oke- 
o next illustrates the value of non-interfer- 
ce on the part of magistrates, by presenting 
with a description of the bighly moral and 
ell-regulated condition of bis owa parish : 
he parish of More Critchell, But what is the 
te of that parish as shown by Mr. Okeden? 
ere are 1,460 acres in More Critchell, and a 
pulation of 304 persons; being Six acres and 
pore to each inbabitant. There are only 
about twenty-five men and ten boys able fur 
e field and barn work,” according to the 
port; itis therefore quite certain that these 
rsous cannot be sufficient tu do the work of 
be parish; and which I have heard from 
nquestionable authority to be the case. Mr. 


Dkeden boasts, as well he might (for to him) 


d te Mr. Sturt, the two sole proprietors, the 
eatest credit is due fur the madoagement of 


beir parish), that “ there are pever any men | 


tof employ,” aud then tikes crédit to him- 
if that ‘“there is mo scale or meke-up sys- 
m.” But Mr.'Okeden ought to bave as- 
igued the reasou, and that a very simple one, 
z., that in such a parish, with the advan- 
ages of high wages, full employ, and defi- 
jeut population when compared with the 
ateut of acres requiring cultivation, where 
every cottage has ajarge garden,” aud where 
potato laud is let to the labourers by the 
‘mer at the usual rate ;*’ where “ for avy 
extra joh, application for labour is made to 
the neigubouriog parishts;” ** where no 
lucrease of cottages is allowed above the 
requisite habitatiga required for the suffi- 
ciency of the labourers of the | arish - iu 
port, where every thing is doue by the praise- 
orihy and must éxcéllent proprietors ahove- 
aimed, to KRerp Up tae Morar Excetcence 
’ THe PEOPLE, AND To Keep Down The 
RESSUNE AND INCREASE OF tHP POPULATION, 
NO oF The Poor-Laws. Mr. Okedéu ovght 
lave stated, that ia a parish su regulated, 
application of the * scale aud make-up 





ysiem dues not take place, simply Fecause 
1s bot wanted; aud our D KY é pe re 
} things, caunet take. pi ce by pessibilirye 
t to produce such a parist go illustration 
the “* practical operation” Of fie pyot-law: 
ystem, under ordinary cireumstane 2 $a. 
st fit aud proper td be cultipared to Stir 
‘uster Newton, with its for e- Bud 
2 vut of employ all the | 
pare such a parish with 


ae 
4 
—— 
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bridge, in our division, where the pauper po- 
pulation is situated very nearly in the same 
uufortunate condition, or eveu with the parish 
of Hasitbury Bryan, or the geverality of pa- 


rishes in our division, where there are no 


RESIDENT LANDLURDs, is not only unfair aud 
impracticable, but in the way of argument, 
absolutely ridiculous. Again, as to the com- 
parative superiority of the state and condition 
vf the towns and parishes of Poole and Brid- 
port, in favour of the existence of which Mr, 
Okeden has given his upinion in the cun- 
cluding portion of his report, and as to 
whether ** the poor of boroughs where little 
“or bo magisterial interference takes place, 
being superior in moral character aud ap- 
pearance to the majority of country pa- 
“‘rishes,” aud which opinion Mr. Okeden 
has illustrated and confirmed by adding the 
iustances of Poole and Bridport, in this couaty, 
I can only say, that when it is considered 
that Poole and Bridport are seaport towns, 
where trade is Koown to flourish to a very 
great extent, and where there are outlets of 
various kinds aud descriptions for the surplus 
population of each town and parish, the well- 
doing and want of distress amongst the lower 
orders of such towns and parishes will easily 
be accounted for, and as readily believed : but 
if Mr. Okeden means to affirm, that there isa 
lesser amouut of crime amongst the lower 
urders of the several towns within this county, 
than in the ** majority of parishes *” within it, 
aod eyeu within our own division of S:urmin- 
ster Newton, | beg leave respectfully to deny 
that statement; affirming, as I do, that there 
are at least ten or twelve parishes out of the 
twenty coustituting this very division, where 
a pauper is never known to'be brought to the 
petty sessions fur the commission of the 
smallest offence, least of all to the quar- 
tep sessions, or to the assizes: avd lastly, 
that I for one, though [ entertain and profess 
the highest respect for them, will never allow 
thatin any ove department of their office, are 
the duties which devolve upoo them more 
discreetly or correctly executed by the justices 
of buroughs than by ya vate) of couuties, 
by those of the county of Dorset pre-emiuently 
above all others. 

1 cannot conclude these observations with- 
out expressing my deep regret ot finding my- 
self opposed on such a subject avd iu such ao 
manner toa geutleman sv generally respected 
as Mr. Okedeu: but, io dcfeoce of our cha- 
racter as justices, and in defence of a acre 
of legal practice, on the Jupicious CONTINUA- 
rion of which I for one be ve tliat the se- 
curity aud e ane of the véry fraive work of 

P mise > et a a S37 

vel dea say iat side OW my 
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that he was doing otherwise than what be 
thought he had a right to do, reasouing from 
cer‘ain facts and premises before him, such as 
they were. But Mr. Okeden must be in- 


formed that we could oot and vught not to be; which time scarcely & single urder or decisigg 


indifferent to a series uf severe cémsunes pro- 


ceeding from a gentleman clothed with the respectable, colleagues has: been called iy 
authority of an assistant commissioner, aud} question, much dessireversed by appeal « 
that to affirm that ove division in a whole} other wise. L repeat it,cand I do so with em. 


county is the ** worst regulated as tu poor 
concerns,” and that in a particular parish the 
justices of the same divisiou “* bave dove all 
in their power to counteract and thwart”’ the 
rector of that parish, merely because be ap- 
pealed toa certain rate, with which, as it turns 
out, they had nothing to do—is beyood all 
doubt to impuga the magisterial ageucy of 
those justices in the most sweeping aud whole- 
sale mapoer, and at the same time to assail 
the purity of their motives and the upright- 
ness ef their conduct as gentlemen, I will 
also take the liberty of adding that if his Ma- 
jesty's poor law commissioners misled or mis- 
infermed by Mr. Okeden, should be induced 
to bring im and to pass a law, whereby the 
able-bodied labourers of this kingdom shall be 
deprived, under-the pressure of occasional dis- 
tress aud non-employment, of that salutary 
relief which the present poor-laws afford them, 
I am, convinced that they will drive into a 
servile war the starving millions who will be 
a by hunger, by oppression, and by the 
ameatation of their children crying for bread, 
to the extremity of resistance, and that the re- 
bellion iu arins, of men and multitudes fight- 
ing for existeoce, will be chargeable upon 
theie heads. Mr, Okeden, when sitting on a 
memorable occasion by our side, once beard a 
clergyman of a certain town witbin our divi- 
sion declare, upon vath to us, at Sturminster 
Newton, that thedogs in his kenvel were bet- 
ter fed and lodged thav the paupers of that 
towo; and I would ask Mr. Okeden, | would 
ask him as a Christian, in the language of 
scripture, “* Whoso hath this world’s goods, 
* and seeth his brother hath need, and shutteth 
** up his bowels of compassion from bim, how 
“ dwelleth the love of Godin him?” And! 
would ask bim, as a gentleman of kindness 
and consideration, how such a system of 
cruelty, neglect, aud wretchedness, such as 
we all kuow to exist in many parishes in 
Eugland, is to be amended, and is to be put 
down, bat by the occasional exercise of ‘* ma- 
gisterial interference?” 

I will,only add, that although J have had 
reason to lameut, to be grieved, and to be sur- 
prised at the charges which bave emanated 
from. misguided, ili-infurmed, or disaffected 
persons, Se ners character of 

waguiracy of this kingdow, I could not 
have been brought to believe, if my own eyes 


had not been my witnesses, that an 
upoea the: justices of. this county would bave 


been made by any ione (by a ale wf 
that county abeve | all. ¥ 
most sabstantial and an — — —8 
do support aad to 
















did I think, that as a return for the uny. 
mitting aud anxious and laburious exert, 

in discharge of my magisterial duties, cory. 
iog the period tua of twenty years, during 







of mine ohofsmy honourable and most hicth 







tions of rezret deeper aud more poignant thay 
I cau really: give utterance ‘to, that I did nu 
expect to bave dived» aid seem this day,” 
«hen, as a return for these exertions, | av 
my brother justices sheuld have been pr. 
sented by Mr. Okeden- with the unsparing 
measure of his censure aid condeinnation, 
grounded upon testimonies and proofs which 
we bold to be. insufficient, applied agains: u 
as they have-also been, »witheut an oppor. 
tunity haviog been afforded ‘us either of de- 
fence or explanation. We. bave, however, 
made our appeal te our evuntry, to his Ma 
jesty’s poor-law commissioners, and to the 
candour of Mr. Okeden, feeling assured, <atis- 
fied, aud convinced, that'the golden scales of 
justice will strike the balance in dur belal/. 


Stock-house, Dorset, 13. May, 1433. 

P.S. I feel it right to add, that J have sub- 
mitted this statement of facts as a defencem 
the part of the justices of the Sturminster dw 
sion of this county, to the whole six magistrates 
with whom I ‘bave the honour té act in this 
division, wto bate not disapproved of avy- 
thing therein contained.” And’ that if ayy 
error should be proved to exist, J shall prompt 
ly and hambly endeavour to amend, and & 
express my regret at the existence of the 
sume, 
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A Letter to the Rev. Harry Farr 
Yeatman, on. his Inguiry, 4c.—} 
D. O. P. Oxepan,’ Esq? 1 


Mere Crichetl, 40, June, 1°33. 
Rey. Sin, -i haverreadthe,pea pblet late! 
published by you, parparting»te be an Luquity 
ioto the merits of my Peor-baw Report j— 
though, in fact, whet-has beem hitherto priut 
ed by authority, is a very short, extract ‘roe 
the general report, as: it will be read before 
the House of Commons. Had your [nqui} 

been contined’ merely to the manver in vbe 
my duty, as assistant commissioner was pe 
formed, I should oot have ‘taken any Bete 
notice of .it, holding myself responsible for (i 
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inistration of the poor-laws, I shall not 
h; nor shall [ say one word on your 
rges of incorrectaess, aud even vf some- 
ig worse, in the performance of my) duty as 
istant commissioneri- 4 Have tr ausatitte:l 
py of your lnqtiry to the central board, 
2 stated that to them Eowar vead y-te afford 
explanation which» may be! required.’ 4 
eed then, first) ta page bof ydur.pamph- 
:—-Alter stating the cause of) the mertivg 


Blandford, in 1630, you sav, “ Arthis meet-|' 


ng at Blandford, Mr: Okedew broactied for 
be first time, in a formal mauater, the doc- 
ine which he has since promulgated and 
aintained, that ne reliefwhatever sucht to 
be afforded to the able-bodied man, aud that 
f be aod his family could n6t subsist upon 
heir wages, they: might lie down and die by 
he road-side (these were the words of Mr. 
)kedeu), whether the: wages so received, 
ere or were not, pér head, sufficient for the 
upport of the able-bodied father aud his 
amily.” 
To this assertion of yours, as thus stated, 
ij now publicly made, with all the emphasis 
italics, | offer my most sulenmn and direct 
vial. 
‘ou are too good a scholar, sir, not te know, 
t context is absolutely necessary to the right 
lerstanding of expressed opinion ; aud that 
suppression of half a speech will often, place 
other half in @ light. totally et .variauce 
bh the feelings and opinions of the speaker, 
ill call to your recallection, and I hupe to 
t of the other magistrates who.were present 
the Blandford meeting, the real aud exact 
port of what I then said. . 
opposed at that period, what you term the 
thing system; I objected to making pro- 
ses, the keeping of which was perfectly im- 
sible; I protested against that baneful 
€, the reliefof ableshodied men in ploy — 
m the poor Book, fbf the purpuse of nyt ng 
low wages, 0 was asked bySir JObiSinith, 
yoursel!, I forget which, whether (h was 
pared, then, to see the men and their fa- 
lies die by the foad=side,) banewered, “ that 
Wuestion 1s Somewhat aificult to reply to. 1 
Say yes,—but thar ext never can bap- 
peo; for on¢ cheorufusal of parish relict, 
ages would immediately rise; and if they 
did not su invmediatelyy “private | clarity 
tere step into prevéent’so dreadful acatas- 
ophe,” ¢ bat pase | 
hese, sir, were the words of Mr/Okeden. 
> (uote the latter portion of ‘them’ did siut, f 


sume, suit the object of your fa viry. Now, 
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In the expression of the ‘‘ unchristian doc- 
triue,” I was supported, as you say, by ove 
inagistrate, and byone alone. To his kindly 

elidgy and still kinder acts of becevuolence to 
pevety pour petson ou his large estates, all whe 
know him will bear @* ple testimony, aod, on 
every subject cimiected with rural couceras 
,and rural police, whenever Le have the ‘satis- 
faction’ of agreeing’ with that geetiéman, I 
feel a strong coufirmation ofemy own opinion, 

Your accuunt of what passed at the quarter 
sessions, rm April, 1830, { will» aserely an- 
hswer by saying, that: the withdrawing of a 
motion does not necessarily arise from @ con- 
viction that the upposers of it are in the right. 
In the case to which you allade, 4 withdrew 
my motion apon the suggestion uf Me. Bankes, 
that the period of enforcing it would so wn- 
mediately follow the agricultara! rivts, that 
considerable fresh excityment might ensue. 
When you speak of my failng to perswade 
the magistrates of the illegality of that system, 
which I opposed, you may have forgotten, 
although I strongly pressed it on the notice of 
the court, that, at tlre two assizes —— 
those sessions, the judges, Alderson ao 
Tavatou, both emiment as fawyers, did, ia 
their charges to the grand jury, insist-on the 
unlawfuloess of the relicf of able-bd fied men, 
in employ, and urged them, as landowners 
ani magis rates, to put @ stop to it-in’ their 
several clistricts. 

1 now, sir, come to your charges against 
my ¢ynduct at Sturminster. Throaghout the 
whole of my progress, in execution of the 
commissiva, Lendeavoured, as fateed I was 
directed to do, to fix nsy sitting, if | could, oa 
a day of petry sessivas. | always met the 
magistrates io theic justice-room, and then, 
as was absolutely necessary, retired to ano- 
ther: but never without saving that, if aoy of 
them would affurd me their attendanee and 
assistance, I should feel much gratified, I 
pursned this line of cowduct at Sturminster, 
with the exception’ of examiving the: Star- 
miuster ovérseers in the presence of the ma- 
gistrates, and which, if 1 do uotvert, I did 
from my owa suggestion to you,’ Besides, 
you must, surely, sir, recollect; you cannot 
possibly have forgotten, that previous to the 
sitting at Sturmiuster, F wrote to yuuyand, in 
the strongest. terms, requested your special 
assistance and cv-operatioe, > Is it quite fair, 
then, to talk of ** private rovais," ** behiad 
the scenes,” “ green bag;"* amtb’'* ‘lion's 
sovath 2”? © Thesroutti ‘idewhich) 4 satowas the 
farmer's common room, the dubr was always 
y and there: never were tess than twenty 


| 





o You waited; as imeoin mon fairtiels you 

ght, for the publication uf my entite 

it will appear befute the Houke 

. —* —— far! from advo⸗ 
ug, w at you term ** xtr: ry. 
‘hristian doctritie,"f deprecaten 6 aw i 


or" 


tr wees tf 


persons préseut, all liitening tw what was 

‘one’ Tf the! magistrates: did wot’ join 
ne; the fadlt was mot-miuey What theo, 
pafter ally” si iéi*the head addfrubt' of my 
volfendigl?"* (16 it that: > wave spoken ‘irre- 
hf he 4 por tive pructical Upara Nua 'e the oo 
* ⸗ metry ae wie ed. that 
Coe hm pede oy | afion, th ‘the, 
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as to its r concerns, in Dorsetshire, and 
that the division of Sturmiuster Newton was 
the worst. 

I said so then, because I thought sv ;, 1 say 
so now, because I think so still... But dl never 
did, vor do 1, LAame the magistrates. of .the 
Jatter division, I know, sir, that they, and 
that you in particlar, have done much ty 
counteract the wismavagemeut of over,eera, 
though | eutirely disapprove of your scale- 
system. Let me observe to you, sir, that 
the words *‘ magisterial interfereuce,”’ which 
seem ta have given so great offence, apply 
as mach to a useful aod necessary iuter- 
ference a8 to any otber species whatever. 
You have often, sir, deplored tu me the neces- 
sary interferevce which you were compelled 
to use in the towns of Sturminster and Stal- 
bridge; and 1 do wot hesitate to say, that, 
with ove exception, they appeared to me the 
two worst-regulated parisbes which I ba in- 
vestigated, iu the whole of my progress, | 
cannot conclude my letter without protesting 
agaiust your insinuation, that I wish to depre- 
ciate the proviocial magistrates of England. 
No man holds them in higher respect than | 
do, aud l will yield to mv one in sincere es- 
teem for, these of Dorsetshire; an esteem 
founded on the intimate kuowledge of their 
zeal aud uprightoess.iv the discharge of their 
useful aod leborious duties. . 

I have deemed these few observations, 
which I bave addressed to you, necessary for 
the establishment of the truth, as far as my 
own words aud personal conduct are con- 
nected with your Inquiry, I trust, sir, that 
they are made without any of that bitterness 
of personal iovective, which forms so strikiug 
a feature in your inquiry, 

I remain, 
Rev. Sir 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
D. 0. P, OREDEN, 





A Letter to D. O. P. Okeden, Esgq., 
on the Merits of his Poor-Law Report. 


By the Reo, Hanry Farr Yearman, 
LL.B. 
Stech-house, 13. June, 1853. 
Sir,—lo jus'ice to the magistrates of this 
caluwniated dijsision, as well as with the view 
of reudering due justice tv yourself, } ieel it to 
be a duty very briefly tu reply to your p'eblish- 
ed beter of the 10. instant, writen on your 
part iu answer te my Inquiry inte the Merits 
of your Puor-Law Repost,» faras the same has 
been “publisued by anthority.” You com- 
meuce that letier by, iutorming me, ‘ bad 
“ your lnquiry ‘been confined merely to the 
i, auner ioowhich my duty as assisautcom. 
missioner was pr Asbould net haye ; 
; mvtice of it; Hold} 
“ self respon-ible for the correct ormance 
“* of that duty to the central of poor-law 
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avother, appeared to be struck with astonish 












“‘ commissioners, and to them alone.” \,, 
surely itis rather bard upon a beuch of jus 
tices, when their legal practice is found (ay, 
with aed condemned, when their divisiny 
pronouaced to be. THe Wokst recur 
‘SAS To, POOR, CONCERNS, With the highey 
‘* proportiynate.rates im the, couaty,” withoy 
a tittle of evidence ko support these charge 
heing adduced em your-part; when their cp. 
duct towards the very respectable rector of j 
certaia parish is represented.as having bey 
actuated by an implied vindictive feeliug x 
well, which we have proved could not by jo. 
sibiliiy exist; surely, sir, it is rather extram 
dinary to deay to those justices the comnn 
privilege of complaint, aud to deny that ay 
thing in the sbape even of explanation on tie 
part of those whe thus, attack them, is due \ 
the persons who thus consider themselves & 
nave been unjustly aud gruundlessly accused, 
aud that too, wheu no one single fact adduced 
by them in their defeece bas been denied « 
called io question! You,proceed thus: 
““ But when the most exaggerated misrepre 
‘‘ sentations of my words.and, conduct oi se 
‘* veral, occasions are brought forward, al 
“when my geveral character, is assailed, a 
‘‘ po very measured terms of vituperativs, | 
** can no longer be silent.” . dam really att 
loss to couceive in what part of. my ‘ Iuquich 
such language or sentineents are to be fousd, 
deserving such severity of demuvciation & 
this, My sule object in quyting the word 
“bich were used by youmt the special meet 
‘ing at Blandford, io the.menth ef Janus, 
1831 (im so far as J recolleeedthe same), v8 
to show that the doctrine. touching nor 
relief to able-bodied paupers maiuteiued by 
you ou that oceasion, was epposed. by the ma 
jority of the magistrates, who, were at thi 
time present, as well, as. by. the while 
Court or Quagrer Sesssons bolden at Dur 
chester in the..menth of >April then et 
ensuing; aud. that. awe, the justices of 't 
Sturminster division, whe bad been censured 
or reflected upon by you for alfyrding relie!™ 
able-bodied men iu.distress, had simply ac 

in unison with the justices wh this covn'y, 
the occasions afvresaid. Af, however, | be 
been guiliy of a **-misrepreseutation of you 
words”’ used upon that ceeasion, | — 
stucerely desirous of apologizing to yoursell 
avd to the houvurable magistrate whe ©” 
cided with you ja, cpiuion oa, that dey, P'™ 
vided that. he. should, cemeeive that be, #* 
has been misrepresented... Tu the best of 
recoliection, the: facts. of the ease are the 
lu the course of our deliberation at B audfort, 
you asserted, broadly that *.n@,relief t 4 
bodied men in employ shoud be aljowed by 
justices, A for one, aed. the hvoourable barr 
uet tv Whom you allude, Sir Jabn Smith, 


































ment aud al of such & 
lites hernings era em 
— bave led.to, . diam authorised to say ># 

Johe Smith then demanded, “ Are 1” 










‘* then. prepared to see as a cousequence, v⸗ 
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j their families dying by the road-side, ” 
nich you emphatically answered “ Yes!” 
I deciare upon my hvvour as a gentieman, 
+ I do vot recollect, nor, in the desultory 
somewhat loud cunversation which: took 
at the enunciation of such a dottrue, 
I hear the expression of the words of quali- 
tion whieh you affirm that you added at 
same time, viz. “ But that extremity. can 
ver happen, for on ‘the refusal of parish 
lief, wages would immediately rise, and 
they did net du so immediately, private 
harity would step in to prevent so dre sdfut 
catastrophe.” | affirm, sir, and I repeat 
most solemnly, that I did not recollect or 
w when I wrete my “Inquiry,” that these 
s had been used by you at Blandford ; 
do | bring them to wy recollection at this 
ment; aud, therefore, | feel that, as 1 have 
acted wilfully in omitting them, I am not 
rving of the censure ahd iusinuation con- 
ed by you in the following words: ** these, 
ir, were the words of Mr. Okeden. To 
uote the fatter portion of them did not, I 
esume, suit the object of your Inquiry :” 
eedivg as they do from you, sir, who are 
sed to deprecate in this very letter of yours, 
he bitterness of personal invective !’* Upon 
inquiry, however, at a conference holden 
day between my most highly respected 
uds Sir Joba Smith, Bart., Thomes Har- 
Bastard, Esq , and myself, who were pre- 
tat the special meeting aforesaid, at Bland- 
» | find for the-first time, that the words 
ualification alluded to by you, or words to 
t effect, were added by you, after the pro- 
cation of the extraurdivary and auchristian 
rine se loudty eeprobated by me, and ‘by 
“rs whu were present on thatoecasivn : aod 
berefore mot valy lament that | could not 
rgé my memory with these words, when I! 
ted the detharatiun of yours which was 
‘edent tu them, but } proceed to show that 
0 if f had quotes these qualifying terms, 
Y would have been utterly iusufficieut (as 
‘utaive | byuny hon, fricod, Sie Johu Smith, 
the time,) to exempt the doctrine of refus- 
relief to meritorious able-bodied labourers, 
» the ceusures whieh are due to-sucts a 
m of poley, and-which 1 attached to itin 
‘ luquiry.”” “As amended aud corrected 
you, your declaration stands as fullows :— 
I was asked by Sir Joba Smith, ur yourself, 
forget which, whether | was prepared, 
men, to see the men and their families die 
»y the road. 1 answered—that question is 
mewhat difficuh to reply t»; J say yer — 
but that e bever can happev, 
bn the refusal of parish retief, wages would 
wmediately rise, and if. they did nut do so 
echately, private charity would step iu 
w prev ut au dreadful a catas " Now 
8 the matter BB, 
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“his femily could not subsist upon their 
‘* wages, they might lie down and die by the 
** road side” —with only the mere conting 
ofa probable rise of wages, or of the casual 
application of the cold hand of charity to 
save them frum destructiou ! Is there a rea- 
supable, or an impartial man alive, that will 
say the two propositi ms are not absulutely 
the same in their essence and true meaning ; 
and that even if these qualifying words were 
suppressed, the effect of the doctrine adva- 
cated by yuu, sir, would not be the same. But 
let us look a li.tle closely at these altervative 
measures in sture for the starving paupers of 
Eugland, when the poor-laws shall be abo- 
lished. First, as to a rise of wages. In pa- 
rishes where the population exceeds the de- 
macd for labour, such an increase of wages 
could not take ~- place, from the nature of 
things, without a decrease of capital; bein 
the very evil which this poor-law relief, 
continued, would occasion, aud to prevent 
which, this relief is propesed to be disc: uti- 
naed. Nor would the rate-payers of this king- 
dem be more willing to accede to an advance 
of wages, than to submit to the payment of 
poor-rate to the able -budied pauper. I have, 
in addition to persoual experience, the autho- 
rity of Dr. Smith, for saying (/Wealth of Na- 
tions, chapter 8,) ** masters are always avd 
‘“‘ every where iu a sort of tacit, but constant 
‘© aud uniform combinativy, not to raise the 
‘* wages of Jabour above theif actaal rate.” 
** The demand for those whe tive by wages, 
“6 it is evident, cannot iuerease but in propor- 


‘ ton to the increase of the funds which are 


* destined fr the payment of wages, The de- 
* maud for those wholive by wages, therefure, 


necessarily increases with the iucrease of re- 


** venue avd stock of every country, and can- 
“« not possibly increase withvut it. The in- 
‘¢ créase of revenue and stock is the iucrease 
‘« of nati val wealth. The demand for those 
‘(who tive by wages, therefore, vaturally in- 
‘< creases with the increase of natioual wealth, 
‘¢ and cannot possibly increase withuut it, It 
‘is not the actual greatness of national 
“* wealth, but its contiuual increase, which 
‘* occasivus a rise in the wages of labour.” 
Let us apply the solid reasyping of Dr. Smith 
to the case befure us. You affirm, sir, that if 
relief was withheld from able-bodied «men, 
that ‘« wages would immedigtely rise.” Now 
granted that the agriculturist aud manufac. 
turer would be iuclined to give high wages, it is 


‘certain that ao jecreased am. vuetof wages can 


only be afforded when ‘there is an increase of 


fur |** the funds which ave destived fur the pay- 


** ment of yages ;" in other words, when pro- 
are : su that in times 


fits om 
aud distress—the very period whew these able~ 


paupecs would stand im need of these 

igh wages, they would absoluteby aud uni- 

ney Pon re But Ur. Smith also de- 
«Thar 
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“« sibly increase without it ;"" so that in cases 
of vational distress, bad harvests, manufacture 
depression, or during the pressure of vcga- 
sional calamity avd depreciation of property, 
arising from avy other cause, it is certain, not 
merely as shown above, that wages would de- 
creave, but that the demand for labourers 
would decrease algo, and that thousands and 
tens of thousauds would be throwa absolutely 
out of employ; and, in that case, rejief to 
able-bodied men haviog been probibited hy 
law as proposed by yuu. at the Easter sessions 
of 1831, what other alternative remains to 
the wretched Jabourer of England, but to 
“ lie down and die by the road side?” But 
there is another point of view, in which your 
expected and promised rise of wages cannot 
take place, and therefore cannot compensate 
fora laa of the poor-law system of relief. | 
have hitherto supposed that the supply of 
labour is only equal to the demand. What, 
sir, let me ask, are we to do ip parishes such 
as Sturminster avd Stalbridge for instance, 
where there are filty and even seventy able- 
bodied men out of employ at one time, and 
that for a period of eight months and more 
every year, How are the wages of these men 
to be raised? Let Dr Malthus—the sheet- 
anchor of that abstract priuciple which has 
led yquinto the labyrinths of so much error; 
Jet Dr, Malthus. avswer: ‘‘ A market over- 
** socked wi'b labour, and an ample remu- 
“ neration to-each labourer, are objects per- 
** fectly incompatible with each other. lu 
** the aunals of the world-they never existed 
** together; and to couple them, even in ima- 
** gination, betrays a_gross ignorance of the 
** simplest principles of political ecouomy.” 
But there is apother point of view io which it 
becomes every advucate for the abolition of 
relief to able-bodied men, tv look at the doc 
trine of high wages iv lieu of such relief, in 
order to see the utter insufficiency of such a 
remedy, and the necessity which, as a conse- 
queuce must exist, of having such a provision 
as that of the poor-laws to fall back upon, io 
cases of extreme distress, in order to protect 
the labouring pepulation of this country from 
absolute starvation. Let us suppose, sir, the 
too frequent cautingency of a scarcity in this 
country, approaching to famine ; and Jet us see 
how your presumed substitute of bigh wages 
would work in that case, in preference to the 
poow-law system of relief as existing at pre- 
sent : and let me ground this wholesome and 
cautious view of ‘certain evils which would 
ensue td society, if your plaus were carried 
into effect, not upp. any ivsdfficient and 
valueless opinions of my own, but on the au- 
thority of Mr A thus—an authority that 
you, —— ily Confident, will vever at- 
tempt to ca * 


a Na, ft 


the effects P ce _ by the ope-| 


ration of iti bad ason if, 
* of parish allowances, which Dit beelth: 


“ drawa on the first fall of prices, we bac 
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“« raised universally the wages of labour, it, 
“* evident that the obstacles to the dimivuticy 
“ of the circulation, and to returning c 

«© ‘ness would — still further increase. 
“« and the lig pri eof labour would have be. 
“come permatient, without ‘any advantr 
«« whatever to thé labourer.” * Dr. Smith bas 
“clearly shown that the datural tendency ¢ 
* a year of scarcity, is dithér to throw a nun. 
“ber of laboyréts Oat Of employment, ory 
“ oblige them to work’ for fess than they dg 
‘“ before, from the inability of masters to ea. 
‘‘ ploy the same number at the same price 
“The raisiug of the price of wages tenis 
‘* necessarily to throw more ‘out of employ. 
‘ment, apd completely to prevent the good 
“« effects, which, be says, sometimes aris 
‘from a year Of moderate scarcity, thato 
“ making the lower classes OF people do mor 
‘* work, aud become more careful and indu- 
‘* trious.” | (Dr. Malthus, ‘vol. fi. chap. 5) 
Thus it appears that under no possible circum- 
stances of distress, proceeding, from scarcity 
and high prices of provisions Would your pla 
of high wages afford relief to the distressed 
and starving and able-bodied ‘pauper, evenif 
employed ; first, because the rise of wages 
would only be nominaf, inasinuch as it woul 
not keep pace with the increased price of cov- 
sumable articles: secondly, hecause, in yeas 
of scarcity, wages. would, and must, from 
necessity, be lowered, because masters, frome 
decrease of profit,‘ would be udable to affor 
the same amounit of, wagés} as in years d 
plenty and profusion ; thirdly, because {rom 
a decrease of capital, they Would be oblige 
not only to dower the amount of wages, bute 
throw eut of employment, in many parishes, 
even those whom they. haf’ prévioasly bired 
and paid 5 and when the able-bodied paupt 
and his family are thus rédut 

distress, and when the poot 
ity to able-bodie ey ‘ ro. — 
ished and utterly put ao end ta—t leave y 
sir, and bre to decide, Wp ‘are the effects 
upon society. at large, which afe likely to 


sult from the notable, scheme of non-reliel, 
which you have thus bi aot advocate, 














































rslaw system of 


But, sir, there is another ngeocy ts 
must not be lost, ght or; , there is another 
cause of national distréss that tov frequent!) 
takes plate, and un ¢ Tnflbedce and ope 
ratiun of which the pauper ation of tus 
country is reduced to hee west Pussible sta 
of degradation aud distress ; 3 
from ¢ither internal or exteral £auses, a de 
preciatiuon takes place in the chrrency of of 


kingdom ; and it is a curds eitcamstan* 


connected with the object’ of our pt ie · 
quiry, that the discov Of dimettoa, a0 
tion “id the “value of ™ 
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that is, #he® 













consequent ace ation ia the — 
recious metals has deen supposed by 

cere this subject to have béen the mr 
imme tate “ase btFoduction of the por 
laws into this coustry, rather than the dis” 
lution. of the eastern at ‘subsequest # 
the reformation ; and’ the moreso, bec” 





in other Catholic countries, in Spain I 












sey 9 

—* lly, where no monasteries were sup- 
ve ssed, regulations for the maintenance of 
* poor became necessary Abpug the same 
he riod. ‘ A depreciation of money, (5 ys'Dr, 
tare Rees,) has the same effect op ‘the circum 
b has stances of the — as a, bad Hiatyesy, 
* Commodities rise in price, and if the change 
* in the value of money. is progressive for a 
ot number of years, he suffers the same batd- 
di ships as from a guccessiga 0 bad seasons, 
a which every year becomes worse and worse, 
as While money. continues to sik, the la- 
nds bourer, though my RN relieved by an 
lon advance of wages, feels himself exposed, in 
4 a few years, to the recurrence of the same 
; difficulties. Ina few years he will be re- 
~ duced ty indigence : aul from indigence tu 
cal beggary, the transition is short. That this 
* was the case in Euglaud during the six- 
5) teenth ceutury ; thet the number of the 
a poor was coutiyually Increasing ; that, the 


country was everrun with idlers aod va- 
grauts, we have the authority of the peor- 
laws to prove, aud the coucurrent testimouy 
of all contemperary authors to corroburate.” 
have a right to infer then, and to assert, that 
bur proposed panacea of an increase of wages, 
lieu of poor-law relief, will atterly and en- 
rely fail to cure the national evils which the 
bolition of that telief would occasion. Yuu 
ve adduced po reasob or argument, sir, of 
ny kind or, sort whatever, to prove that ‘* on 
the refusal of parish relief, wages would im- 
mediately rise ;”’ aud l show upoo authority, 
nich will pet, and cannot be questioned, — 
t, that w cannot rise, wheu ** the funds 
ich are destined for the a> fein of wages” 
either stationary or declining : secondly, 
ye show a ast fo Nec Pegg, when 

emand for those whu, *‘ live by. w zs 
decreasing jnétead of otherwise + thitdly, I 
ve proved, that Iu the event of a scarcity 
pproaching to famine, the effect of such a 
sitation would be either to * thruw a number 
of labourers UR el ph to oblige 
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: them ta wor for less ‘th: th did be- 
; fore :"* * la ys k hase Sie adic 
| cases W stan 0 comes 
: Pduced, ead eciation of money” takes 
— tat oat s@bctog tt cinta 
neces of the labourer” takes sib, as in the 
ent of a —— red ng the 


T i k 
upers of this coumtry ‘to the very extremi 
vational distress ny —* ai 
is, 1 must ye yourself aod * to de- 
e whether abstract. principles without ex- 
rience, and t without practice, ak 
tly to help them in. their, innit ines; an 
hether anything but a servile war can be 
xpected to ensue, as the conse s of a0 

i 

















h, and so uncbrigtian ne as that of 
ne abolition of relief bodied paupe 
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prevent so dreadfi 
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possibility, possess even the slightest con- 
trol. 

Sut you tell us, sir, that there is one re- 
source left, ** private charity would step in to 
) dre: “ry a catastrophe.” Now 

ranted they ¢ béd-riddén Would be visited, 
that the ididtic wdald be’ attended ‘to, and bis 
Wabts avticipated; and that'a person would 
be found, clothed with the official’ power and 
réespoosibility of stimulating the humane, and 
of giving a current and direction to their mu- 
nificence: who would hold up the widow's 
cruise that it might always be replenished, 
and the poor mau's barrel of meal that it 
might not fail; aud that tate want might 
catch the crumbs which prodigality or mercy 
has to spare,—let me ask, if such witisters 
of goodness are tu be found within the crowded 
city, attended upoo the chariot wheels of the 
rich avd thé luxurious, tell me, sir, I beseech 
you where such ao individual is to he found 
withio the precincts of the deserted village ? 
aud whi are to be the votive offerers of the 
bounty thus required, in those lonely dwel- 
lings of despair and destitution? T peed not 
inform a gentleman, who is 80 well read in 
the history of bis country as yourself, ‘that at 
aud subsequent to the period of the retorma- 
tion, such persous were appoitited hy law at 
a very early period of var bistory, t a time 
too, when ‘* private charily” was’ Known to 
be most exuberant, for the ¢xpress putpose 
of collecting “ voluntary alms,” for the sup- 
port of the poor of this realm, and thet sich 
“voluntary alms,” and charitable contribu- 
tio ns on the part of iudividuals, was quite in- 


i 


sufficient for the purpose. — ~ | 

By the 27. of Heary VII!, chapter 25, the 
several hundreds, towns corporate, parishes or 
hamlets, were required to * find and keep 
“ every aged, poor, apd im t person, 
*© which was boro or dwelt three years in the 
* same limit, by way of voluntary and chari- 
*€ table alms in every of the Same Cities and 
‘© parishes, with such convenient a/ms az shall 
2 — meet by their discreiiop, so as 
“none of them shall be compelled to go 
‘€ opealy in begging :"’ aud the mitister was 
to take all opportunities to exhort and’ stir 
‘* up the people to be liberal and bountiful.” 

By the |, of Edward VI. chapter3. after 
providing most severe puvistiments (by brand- 


iog with a hot iron and by perpetual slavery) 
fof the vagatouds nnd Bloke who fived * idle 
‘« and Witeringly by the’ space’ of thrée'days 
it was also enacted that “ all iuipetent, maimed 
“and aged persons, who cauuot be takeb for 
ste ale, gare 
es for thém, an : 
cf the ees, rau 5, ‘where 
Sucta le ——— 


“they Were born, 6 


'yeata, By ‘the witli 
‘eat aa 


* os an 6° df" * 3 2. 
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what every person was willing to give weekly 
for the ensuing year: aud if any should re/use 
to give, the minister was gently to exhort 
him, aud in case of refasal, to repurt lim as a 
recu-aut to the bishop. 

By the 5. of Ehzabeth, chapter 3, if he 
stood out against the bishop's exhortation, the 
bisho» was to certify the same to the justices 
in sessions ; who had a power,—first, tv per- 
suade Lim to contribute —secondly, ** to as- 
* sess him what they think reasonable towards 
“ the relief of the poor,” and in case of re- 
fusal to commit bim tll such assessment wes 

id. 
PiBut the question is, bow did this system 
work ? what was the result of ao appeal to 
the ** privare charity” of individuals—and of 
whole parishes, stimolated as it was when 
slumbering and inert, by the exhortations of 
ecclesiastical persous, ministers, and bishops, 
and excited as it also was by the pains and 
pevalties of the statute law through the 
ageucy of ber Majesty's justices of the peace 
in quarter sessions assembled, who were in- 
vested with the powers of commitment, vatil 
the parities who were recusaut consented to 
coutiibute their “‘ voluntary alms"’ towards 
the relief of the poor? The answer is, as it 
would he ayain, were some insufficient modes 
of provision fur the poor, even for the ** im- 
potent, maimed, and aged persons” in dis 
tress, had recourse to ;—the answer is, that 
it tolally failed (as the gradually increasiug 
severity of these statates would have long 
since prepared us to expect) ; and the 14. of 
Elizabeth, ¢: 5, Was expressly enacted for the 
purpose of edabling her Majesty's justices of 
the peace to make “a ral assessment of 
“ the parishioners of every parish fur the re- 
“ lief of the poor of thé same parish,” and for 
intruducivg that principle of compulsory as 
sessment, which the subsequent siatutes have 
embodied under certain improved regulatious 
—and which coustitutes the priuciple of pa- 
engl en a pee lh areeeliae inret: 

r. 
lu the sad spirit uf prophetic apprehension 
it was then, touching the results which must 
jnevitably follow, if the legislature in an evi! 
hour should be induced to adopt aud act upon 
she fatal doctrives of nou-relicf advocated by 
you at Blandford, and looking with the expe 
rienced eye of a well-read magistrate of forty 
aol standing, to the effects which must 

istibly be produced upon the lation 

of this country, too well informed in these 
days, buth as to the nature and extent of their 
civil and social rights, and too well 
with the extent ofe the physical power which 
hick possess also, to them—that my 

bly esteemed friend, Sir Jota Smith (by 
whore side I am proud to be found standing as 
the “ poor man’s friend,” on principles buth 
of religion, aud equity, and expediency, 
#5 cannot be cuutroverted), I say that to bis 
everlas!ing bonuur boib as a and « 
christav, Sic Jubn Smith dectared at Bland- 
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* Rather than assent to such a doctrine e 
‘* see my fellow-subjects reduced to such dy, 
‘¢ (ress as must ensue from its adoption, with. 
© out being cpabled im a ebristian country 9 
* affurd theav due relief, J would throw Xp my 
‘* commission as @ magistrate, and act 
“ longer.” R 

Ihave a right then, from the argumneny 
thus used, toc declare» and affirm thy 
private charity, which was had recourse y 
and tried from the year 1535 to 1572, , 
period of mo tess thau thirty-seven yeor, 
is utterly insufficient as a substitute for th. 
present system of compulsory relief, even y 
the “* impotent, maimed, and azed"’ pauper 
of the kingdom ; aud as I have previously 
shown that * other alternative of » 
expected and presumed rise of wage, 
** on the refusal of parish relief”’ never couid, 
under avy circumstances, be held to be a 
equivalent for that necessary provisivn for the 
puor, | affirm, sir, that we are now stavdin 
iu the exact pusition in which «e were, pre 
to the intruduction of those redeeming word 
o! qualificativn on whieh you appear io your 
letter to me to lay so much stress aud import 
ance; that the question is not at all affected 
in auy way whatever, practically, by the iv 
troduction of those words of qualification, aud 
that the effect of doctrine, if ever it 
sbould unfurtuvately be adupted, would be, 
and must be, to compel the able-bodied pu- 
pers of this kingdom, whocannot get adequate 
wages, or who are out of employ, to “ le 
down and die by the read side,” uuless they 
should be driven, as Lord Chief Justice Hale 
conceived they would be, uuder the sel/-samt 
circumstance, TO BEG OR STEAL FoR Tul 
MEANS OF THEIR SUBSISTENCE. 

You next observe, “ Now bad you waited, 
‘asin common fairness you ought, for th 
“ publicatiun of my entire Re as it wil 
“» before the House of Commons, yo 
** would have seen that, so far from advocatig 
“what you term ‘an extraordinary and u 
*« christian doctrine,’ I deprecate, as an act of 
** barbarity aud injustice; the refusal o! reliel 
“ tu able-bodied men in employ, anti! the ⸗· 
*¢ perfluity of Jabourers created by the presett 
“ vicious system of the scale sud make-up, de 
“« disposed of, either in this. country, or iv ibe 
fi culonies.” : 

To this sentence of your letter, sir, | rel 
scarcely know what reply to advaace. Doyo 
seriously propose, sir, in the first place, the'® 
report reflecting upon our conduct as 4s" 
trates, is to be ted throughout the hug 
dom (containing most serious charges *3— 
us, as your report of the date of the 25- 
December last unduubtedly does), aud thi 
we, the parties accused, are to sit dow? aod 
say acthing io our 
nuation of, or iu dispruof of, the si 


such | insiuuetious which are thus 


against our conduct aud our 
te wait till your “ entire: 
the table uf the House ° 





panied for aught we know, by stei 
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Hl able-bodied, and in employ,” (aud this, 
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opduct on the part of the central poor- 
commissiovers themselves; and whe, 
our very silence ow these majters, would 
a sight to infer that ve oweee guilty of 
barges which the assistant co mupissioner 
all: ged against usiu the extracts wf: his 
t, ** published by avthority,'’ and the 
so, becaaseour weiting for the presenta- 
of your ** ewtire report "at the, table of 
jouse of Cuimtionsy would have appeared 
the more extraordinary -awd. cemiss ou 
art, with a view to self-justification, when 
cousidered that in the extracts./rom that 
t vow © published by. authority,’ you 
red distipetly, on the 25. of December 
‘| have ALREADY Damed io my report 
» Dorsetsiiire, the district of Sturmiaster 
wton, as the worst regulated as ty pour 
cerns, with the highest proportionate 
tes in the county; itss certain that in no 
trict is there’ so much magisterial inter- 
ence;” a sentence where magiste- 
interference, bad regulation, and high 
-rates are spoken of conjunctively; a 
emuation, therefore, at once absolute 
complete; and from which uo appeal 
afforded to the magistrates of this divi- 
» but through the medium.of that isquiry 
lwehave sastituted into the merits of that 
rt! 
ut | confess shat-T am surprised, though 
ghted, to fiud that in this ** eatire re; ort’ 
deprecate as “ an act of: barbarity and 
justice, the refusal ef relief to able-budied 
eo in employ, until! the superfluity of 
bourers, created by the vicivus system of 
e scale and make-up be disposed of, either 
this country or iu shereeolonies ;"" kuow- 
as! do, that your doctrine at Blandford, 
hove alluded to, as well. as atithe Easter 
ious of 163], whem you. moved absolutely 
vnconditioually—* That it was impolitic 
bd illegal to make wp the wages of able- 
‘ied men from the: rate;’’ was dia- 
rivally opposed to, this pew principle, as 
for the first tome promulgated as your 
ue Oo this sabjeects aud lamenting as | 
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would so immediately follow the agricultural 
* riots, that considerable fresh exciteme t 
“ might, ensue.’ J well remember, aud in⸗ 
deed shall never forget the luminous, eloquent, 
and argumeyiative addcess. delivered by that 
honour and highly respectable individual 
upow, that memorable occasion; but permit 
me to say, sir, ihatif you were so far convinced 
by the prudeut suggestions of Mr. Baukes, as 
tu believe, aud to admit, that it would have 
tended to * fresh excitement,” if relief to the 
able-bodied in geoeral bad been withheld im- 
mediately ‘‘ after the riots,” you ought alse, 
** im fairvess,”’ to bave justified our conduct 
as justices of the Starmiaster division, for 
baving acted up to this very ductrine, accurd- 
ing to your owa views and conceptions, when 
we granted the relief to the aforesaid ten 
paupers of Hasilbury Bryan ‘‘ soon after the 
riots’ in the year 1830, You gu on tw ob- 
serve, with regard to the mavoer in which the 
evidence was recorded by you at Sturmioster, 
** You must surely, sir, recollect, you cannot 
** possibly have forgotten, that previous to the 
** sitting at Sturmiuster, [ wrote to you, aod 
‘in the stropgest terms, requesied your spe- 
* cial assistauce and co-operation,” &c 

I well remember baviog been honoured by 
such a letter from you, requesting the pre- 
sence of myself aud brother justices at Stur- 
minster, aud desiring us to summon the over- 
seersof our whole division to be present at the 
same time aod place, theu and there to give 
such evidence and iufurmation, &c., as you 
might require. I did not complain of our 
being ignurant of the day of meeting on this 
occasion, but | do complaia that you. never 
sent to require or request our presence in the 
room, where, as it turns out, you were record- 
ing evidence and charges agaist us deeply 
affecting and juvulviug our character; and I 
do complaiu that after these charges bad been 
preferred and recorded, and alters our practice 
and the purity of our motives bad been assailed 
by some malicious slandercr, Upon gryunds 
whieh you yourself, sir, must how ad@it to 
have been uateue; | complain, and my brother 


‘hat when yow sound fault. with us’ fur}justices complaiv, that wheo you returved 


‘oc “ orders o@ the overseers of Hasilbury 
)a0, requiring them to rebeve teu famil'es, 
at the exapense'te the parish of less than 
pence and @ farthing per 
their wages,). you 
Jesty’s pvor-daw: 
HIC, that weh 
“UF OWD new epiné 
also, as l du, that nus 
w of di — maken Ww 
t colonies, ' 
ch were the — 
s of — — ie 
irie to make up 
from the 
@Mution 


Kes, that the ; 


head, exclusive 





into our room (where we were still engaged 
laboriously iv petty session*, and continued to 
be so fur oearly three hours aſter you bad dis- 
posed of the w tw parishes within our 
division, aud had left the town of Sturmin- 


did nut inform. bs} ster,) you did uot inform us at tat ume st, 


at all, that you had receive)! such 
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fending ourselves, if we could do so, from | 
charges aud complaints thus preferred bebiud 
our back—in«tead of sending for us into the 
adjoining room wh-re you-were sitting, and 
giviog us ao opportupily of meeting eur ca- 
lumuiators aud.wf divpreving, as 1 trust we 
bave disproved, the erroneous statements 
which they made, you are aware, sir, thaton 
your returning into the room, you merely 
wished us ageod morniog, and shook os by 
the laud, and that from the 29. day of Octo- | 
ber last till the latter end of April, 1833, 
when we saw your report for the first time io 
our lives, as ‘‘ published by authority,” we 
had »o conception that a single charge, or 
complaint of any sort or kiod had been alleged 


against us op that day, 

The enly other part of your letter that re- 
quires additional comment from me, are the} 
words which follow, * I canvot couclude my | 
letter withbut protesting against your “ ipsi- 
** guation, that 1 wish to depreciate the pro- 
“ pmcial afegi-trates of England.” | can only | 
say that when I find it alleged in one part of | 
your report, that you ** do not hesitate to pro- 
** pounce a decided opinion that the poor of 
* heronghs. where little orne magisterial iv- | 
** terference takes place, are superior in moral 
‘* character and appearauce toa the inajority | 
* ot country parishbes,’” where, of course, it | 
does take place ; and when I see such sweep | 
ing censures ou division magistrates in another 
par: of it, made, as they have been in our case, 
without tre least ſruudation for them, 1 can- 
not conceive that any great desire could exist 
ov the part of the persou makiug those state- 
ments, to elevate the provincial magistracy to | 
the level which tuey are entitled to. 1 will 
not, however, having declared already in the 
first edition of my “ Inquiry,” “ that I believe 
‘the errors aud misapprehensious of Mr. 
“* Okeden to have been perfectly unintentional 
** aud inadvertent on his part;"’ having thus 
giveu a preaf of my desire to de justice tu the 
motives which actuated your miad when you 
drew up the report —— of by myself 
and my brother justices of this division —-I 
will net depart from a principle so generous 
and correct, and I wiil therefore again declare, 
that if, im the expression. of these opinions, or 
any others which [ have hazarded during this 
painful ipguiry, you conceive that | have de- 
parted from that Spitit of liberality and good 
feeling which it becumes me to maictain and 
to express apm all =o gee i —æ— 
express aly cy ' at having so 
acted, u saslam even of intending. 
su t+ du, my sole object baviog been, tot to 
invade the character, to misrepresent the mo- 
tives, or misstate the nions and practice 
of other persous, but simply with a view to our 
own iudividual characters, tj defend and to 
protect ourselves ; especially so, when con- 
sidering ourselves as a part aad parcel of the 








last, the swindle will wind up withs 


jobbers are bad enough her 


‘the old. saying, that such a * 









magistracy of Great Britain, whow cy 
racter and influence through us we consider, 
have been assailed. 
I have the honour to be, sir, 
your must chedient humble servant, 
se end SOMAIRRY PARR YEATMAY, 
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“" “MOST CURIOUS: 


I rake the fohtow from a Nev. 
York , called the ing Coune 
and New! York’ >Advertiser,” dated, 
New York,’ Fhursday, 20. June, 1833, j 
There is, it se€wiS;@ CANAL-JOB going 
on in Pennsylvania; that it is carried m 
by the means of money, raised in share, 
as the gambling devils call it. The “pve. 
perty” consists of what they al 
** stock.” In short, it is a STATE 
DEBL; a piece of “ NATIONAL 
FAITH ;” and fath” it is of a vey 
frail nature! owever, the mui 
thing that I have in , view, at this tim, 
is to give a list of the names of jm 
reigners,. who are the “ public cr 
ditors” of the State of Pennsylvania, i 
relating to thig ‘‘ gawav,.” I dare sy, 
that the canal itself is a mere job; : 
piece of pure plunder; and that, x 


** stop-law ;”. that_ is tq say, with 4 
payment in paperrmoney, worth, pete 
haps, a shilling in the pound. The 
| e; but there, 
what are they then? The vile an 
profligate principle of , stock gambling 
has, Aere, to stru sle against hereditary 
and traditionary integrity ;. against that 

ightness of characte, 






“WORD” © s “his i os 
which character, bong great faded 
by the devil's works of funds and stocks, 


is not w But, “there! 
why, — ing ¥ ins would lavgh 
in your, face, if you were. only to hint 
at being ander thei ce of any —* 
but gain. No eet (s, assem) 











round a ing- 
destitute 
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ing of their money; and this list 
follows : o 
PenNnSLYVANIA Casa ‘Deer. 
very curious: idecument. ‘has “ween 
— in the Harrisburgh Tele- 


giving the Tanmes” And WOH OT | 


‘ held by forsigners 49 in y ipa stute 


The whole, amount. held, by, - fo- 
riers is 9,301,712 dollars, ovt. of 
463,661. dollars, or upwerds of one-, 
fof the whole. . Among the,carious 


we notice the following :— 
Dollars. Cents. 


s Royal Highness 
‘harles, Sovereign Dake 
of Brunswick 52,500 — 
e most Hon, Francis 
‘eymour Conway, Mar- 
juis of Hertford 
n Marsholl, of Leeds. e 


—* Richard biont, 
of Heathfield ‘Park, 


21,200 — 
38,7 . 
23,600 = 


20,000 — 
unt de Ercevile, of Paris = 7,500 — 
I. Thompsou, of. Kirby 

all, Yorkshire - 26,609 93 
miral Fellows, of Port- © 
an-square, Condon --.. 12,000 — 
» Henry Fellows, ‘of 
amsay Abbey,’ Haut- 
ng! lonshire’. - 

ihelmina ‘Phill ina 
‘an Tuyl Van. roos- | 
een, of Amsterdam . 
git Hon. Sir W- Alex: fis 
inder, of London. . . . ..° -17,500 — 
uel Gurney, 0 on 25,000 me 
n Hey Punget, ¢ — — 
eridge, i “18,878.47 
. Sheepshanks _ 7,604 70 
dle oat er poe 


25,000 id. 


Andrew Service of Londen 

Alexander Saunderson of 

» Gastle -Saunderson, Co. 
Cava, Treland. Seeedee 

Emanuel Victor Pworray ve 

l Auberredizere de Qui- 

sonal, of Parts ss. .60..% 

Gowan and Mera, of Lon- 
don eeeeee 

Josefu Espenosia de Cuesto, 
of Mexico ..:.: 

Thomas Cotterell, of tine 
wingham, England .. 

Win. Death, of Hensslen, 
Herts Co 

Pierre Maria Dit Doriex, of 
South Wales 

Wm. John Harry, of Great 
Yarmouth 

Richard Bolus. Hall, . of 


y 
John Hall, of do ......-. | 


John Bacon Sawny Morrit, 
of Rokeby Park, York- 
shire ...s: eeeeraetess 

Mrs. Anne Redfern, of Bir- 
mingham 

Helene Francove Ferte 
- Guillaume Favre, of Ge- 
neva, Anne Selona Far- 
rer, and Lieat.-Col, Wim. 
Fawcett, of Bath, Eng- 
land 

Johannes De Veer and Phi- 
lip Disk ‘Thompson Mil- 
ton Spiri, of St. Bustatia 

Charles Louis Count Vo- 
~gere; of France 

Robert Peel, Esq., of Park 
Crescent, I’ 
London 


Philip Louis de Peyromet = 
"6 700 — 


Baron de St: Maree’... 


octiand Place, . 
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Dollars. Cents. 
32,353 56 


20,000 — 


20,000 — 
97,400 — 

8,088 67 
17,615 38 
24,000 — 
6,581 42 
6,480. 26 
21,600 — 
16,800 — 
24,000 — 


25,653 23 


25,000 — 


15,000 — 
45,000 — 


eee ae 





— 


J 
———— 


Tucker, of SE: 

ome Lone al ——— 
hastellux, ‘cm Sait * 
LD tas, of Blea 


jor General to" “a 
of Woratdhs aaa : 
: — * 3* J 
Persea “eeee: 
e 





The, whore. Hye, — 
ment tame the. nanies, ion 
—— 


—— 
canes mas | se 40 "of proper 


weed saived toshde slice yor .v 
~omn sit! Janernq stolen ot .yslortads +" 
patsety bus protauige sd? staterin + 
} tite it wore — on 
her bre bavie me Outi tt 

aac ee ee. | ore, " 
10-8 of tata fee 
éi fe’ 2 e 


Lethe ¢ 
“ry — 
hi 


“bye 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 


Faiway, Aucust 2, 1833. 


BANKRUPTS, 


BURROWS, J., Camberwell-green, bookseller. 

DAVIES, J., Liverpwol, painter, 

DAVIS, 8. G., Lower Maiton, Worcestershire, 
cattle-dealer. 

HAYTFREAD, J., Silsve, Bedfordshire, inu- 
keeper. 7 

NOTLEY, S. Cornhill, and Compton-street- 
east, chocolate-manufacturer. 

RAWLINGS, E., Bexley, Kent, tanner. 

ROBINSON, I., Doncaster, dealer. 

WIGELSWORTH, J., Skelbrook, Yorkshire, 
innkeeper. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION, 


MACBRAYNE, R., Summerlee, near Airdrie, 
cval-master. 





Tuesnay, Aucust 6, 1833, 


BAN KRUPTS, 
ATKINSON, H. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, iron- 


mouger. 

BOND, J. B., and J. Plowright, Great Surrey- 
street, linen-drapers. 

DENT, J., Durham, draper. 

FREEMAN, W., Edgware-road, plumber, 

GREEN, J., Colchester, tailor. 

GUNNER, J., Great James-street, Bedford- 
row, money-scrivener, 

LATCHFORD, J,, Piccadilly, bit and spur- 
maker. 

PIGOTT, G., Ranby, Nottinghamshire, corn- 
factor. 

RANGER, J,, Newark-upon-Trent, Notting- 
hamshire, linen-draper. 

SMITH, J., Liverpool, ship-builder. 

SUTCLIFFE, &., Butterworth-hall, Lan- 
cashire, ———— 

WRATHER, J., jun., Ripon, Yorkshire, inn- 
ke: per. : 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 


ADAMSON, G., Dumfries, deaper. 

ANDEKSON, J., jun., Aberdeen, general- 
merchant. 

SPEAKS, T., Kickaldy, distiller, 

THOMSON, J,, Gorbals of Glasgow, cotton- 
spiuner. 





LONDON MARKETs. 


Mark-Lane, Coan-Excuance, Aug. 5.— 

_ The supplies of Wheat fromthe bome coun- 
ties proved limited to this day's market, but 
the samples left uver from the s weck 
caused the stauds to be well filled. The mil- 
lers purchasing more freely, the better 
tions moved off hand on rather improved 
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lity dul f 
quality dull, at J — 

deserip· ¶ About a moi the Beasts wet shor 
| About motety oP he Beats wer 









terms as compared with Friday, makine the 
currency about Is. to 2s. lower than this d 
se’nuight. . Fine Essex runs obtain-¢ 63; 
Sume new samples of ‘Wheat were exhibited 
their quality was much iaferior to the tir 
show of last season, being thin and 5s 
aud appeared fo have. been cut green; uy 
sample only was good.. Phe prices raugr 
from 56s. tenG3s. . Although: these specimens 
of the pew eropare DO just criterion of te 
general produce: we have to anticipa'e, yy 
they indicate the probability of considerable 
iuequality-existing in the yield of this as we 
as the preceding seasum.. In bonded Cun 
nothing doing. 

Barley was it short supply. The artice 
meets little attention, and prices of griuda 
qualities were nominally uvaltered. 

Malt dull at the former quotations. 

The receipt of Oats waslimited ; good fresh 
feed met a fair demand at rather better pres 
thau this day week; 

Beans saleable at a reduction of 1s. per ¢. 
on the previous rates, 

Peas of all descriptions 1s. to 2s. per ¢ 
cheaper; and néw boilers in some instanca 
3s. to 4s. lower than lest Monday. 

Flour dull, the top quotations varying {tom 
50s. to 52s. 
























Wheat ee ee ee esses eeee e+ eee 58s. to 63s. 
30s, to 32, 
24s. to 26s. 
to JUS, 
to Sd 
to 44. 


IO vctdececesoeteseesues 
Barley... ...ccccvceee cess 
Gae.cassescae svete ae 
Peas, White... seeseacece sey tlt 
Ruilerd...c cece cs0s Sek 
Grey.... ee reeeecee 30s. to 33s. 
Beans, Small.....ceccccdee —S to —& 
aye Tiek.. Sereteceeeee 30;. to 32s, 
Oats, Potato.... eeeeeeeeee 235. tu 64, 
Feed.. *eeeereeeeee ee? 16s. tu 2s, 
Floar, per sack eeeeeeeeees 50s. tu Jas 
' feeb a? 
PROVISIONS. 
Pork, India, new, ..<; to 110s. 
Mess, hew ...—s, to 60s. per bert 
Butter, Belfast ....—5, to —s. per cw 
—— Carlow ... /.--si to—s. 
Cork ee + ¥eeF Bs. to 73s. 
— Limerick ..72a:to 74s. 
—— Waterford,,70s. ta 73s. 
—— Dublia ++ oS, tO —Ss 


sY 




























SMITHFIELD, August 5. 
This day’s su of Beasts was, for the 
time of youd! fore ‘numerous, bet in 
part of middling aed inferior quality : 









supply of Sheep aud Lambs was 
good ; of fat Calwesand Porkers rather lim 


Trade was with — kind of prime o@ 
somewhat brisk, Presse of key 2d, 
4d. per stone; with all meat of. 












Orn Aveust, 1833. 


, aod Northamptonshire ; the remainder 
t equal numbers of Scots, ivterspers:«d 
afew Norfolk homebreds, Devons, Welsh 
s, Herefords, and Irish Beasts, with 
t 100 lusty Town’s-erid Cows, a few Staf- 
s, the Scots, &c. chiefly from Norfolk, 
a few from Essex, Suffolk, atid Cam- 
eshire, the Devons; Welsh rants; Here- 
s, and Irish Beasts, for the most part 
» our different worthern, western, aud 
and districts : the Town'’send Cows, &c. 
fly from the London marshes. 
ull three-fifths of the Sheep were new 
sters of the South Down and white- 
d crosses, in the proportion of two of the 
ner to five of the latter; a fifth South 
ns; and the remaining fifth about equal 
phers of old Leicesters, polled Norfolks, 
Keuts, or Kentish half-breds:; with a few 
ued Norfolks and Dorsets, horned and 
Scotch and Welsh Sheep, &c. 
bout four-fifths of the Lanibs appeared to 
ist of about equal numbers of South 
us, and new Leicesters, the latter chiefly 
he Downish cross ; the remaining filth of | 
sets, with a few Somersets, Kents, &o. 





MARK-LANE.—Friday, August 9. 


e arrivals this week are Jarge. ‘The mar- 
dull, at Munday’s prices. 





THE FUNDS, 


Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. Wed. ! Thur. 


r Cent, - 
a9'| s9 | seg) 88q)-89 | a9 


DS. Aun, 


i 


COBBETT-LIBRARY. 





New Edition. 


SBBETT’S Book 
(Price 2s.) 
ntaining, besides all the usual matter of 
habook, a clear aud concise 
RODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 
This | have written by way of 


Stepping=Stone to my own 


bh a thin having been frequen - 
d to me —— — ae 


1. ENGLISH GI -Of thi 
; ENGLISH GRAMMAR.—of i 
Hed. This is  duodecime volume; au 
Price is 3s, —— i he phe ’ 


An ITALIAN GRAMMAR) “by 
1 Compe — : . 


‘| nation. 


3. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 
HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prin- 
ciples of Tillage and Vegetation. With an In- 
troduction, by Wu. Cospert. 8vo. Price 15s, 


4. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE, 
Just now Published, under this Title, a little 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
Euglish Tax-pavers. A new edition, with a 
Postscript, contaiving an account of the Prices 
ef Houses and Land, recently obtained from 
America by Mr. Cobbett. Price 2s. 6d. in bds, 


6. THE WOODLANDS; or, a Trea- 
tise on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
ing ; on the planting, on the cultivating, on 
the pruning, and on the cutting down, of Fo- 
rest Trees and Underwoods. Price lds. bound 
in boards. 


7. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in good print 
and on fine paper, i 5s. 


8. FRENCH GRAMMAR; or, Plain 


lnstructions for the Learning of French. Price, 


bound in boards, 5s. 


9, COTTAGE ECONOMY. —I wrote 


| this Work professedly for the use of the la- 


bouring and middling classes of the English 
I made myself acquainted with the 
best and simplest modes of making beer and 
bread, and these I made it as plain as, | believe, 
words could make it, Also vf the keeping of 
Cows, Pigs, Bees, and Poultry, matters which 
1 understood ‘as well as an y could, and 
in all their details. It includes my writings 
alsoon the Straw Plait. A Duodeciine Vo- 
lume. Price 2s. fd, 


10. POOR MAN’S FRIEND. Anew 
edition. Price 6d. 


ll. THE LAW OF TURNPIKES. 
By William Cobbett, Jun., Student of Lin- 
coln’s Inu, Price 3s..6d. boards. 


12. ROMAN HISTORY, French and 
Euglish, iuteoded, not only as a History for 
Yuung People to read, but as a Book of Exer- 
cises to accompany my French Grammar. 
Two Volumes. Price 13s. in boards. 


13. PAPER AGAINST GOLD; or, 
the History and Mystery of the National Debt, 
the Bauk of England, the Funds, aud all the 
Trickery of Paper Money. The Price of this 
book, very nicely printed, is 5s, 





| 14. MARTENS’S LAW OF NA- 
S.—This is the Book which was the 
—— 
“possessed ‘public | . e 
Pee eee arabe etic arene |e 
| think, such as to make it fit for the Library 

oe Prema om 

15, MR. JAMES PAUL 

OF EiG T HUNDRED 


J Editi - 
. ⁊ 
¢ J 


4. 
























— — . 

_— 
= At J 
—. 





—— — 
—ñ— 









368 ApvVERTISEMENTS. 


Just published, price 6s, a new edition of the 


ENGLISH GARDENER, 
oR, 


A TREATISE 


‘On the Situation, Soil, Enclosing and Laying- 
Out of Kitchen Gardens; on the Making 
and Managing of Hot-beds and Green- 
Houses; aud on the Propagation and Cul- 
tivation of all sorts of Kitchen-Garden 
Piants, and of Fruit-Trees whether of the 
Garden or the Orchard. 


AND ALSO, 


On the Formation of Shrubberies and Flower- 
Gardens ; and on the Propagatidn and Cul- 
tivation of the several sorts of Shrubs and 
Flowers ; 

CONCLUDING WITH 


A KALENDAR, 


Giving instructions relative to the Sowings, 
Piaotings, Prunings, aud other labours, to 
be performed in the Gardens, in each Month 
of the Year. 


By WILLIAM COBBETT. 


Just published, price 12s. 


A GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 
OF ZNGLAND AND WALES; 


CONTAINING J 


The names, in Alphabetical Order, of all the 
Counties, with their several Subdivisions, 
into Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen- 
takes, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac- 
count of the Distribution of the Counties 
into Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentary 
Divisions. 

ALSO, 


The names (under that of each County re- 
tively), in Alphabetical Order, of all 
e Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
ages, Hamlets, avd Tithings, with the 
Distance of each from London, or from the 
nearest Market Town, and with the Popu- 
lation, and other iuteresting particulars 
relating to each ; besides which there are 
MAPS ; 

First, one of the whole country, showing the 
local situation of the Counties relatively to 
each other; and, then, each Couaty is also 
poems by a fam ——— same 

. situation Cities 
Boroughs, and Market Towns. : 


FOUR TABLES 
Are added ; 
" at a ee RN i ae 
» Divisions and Distributions ext 
by the Reform-Law of 4th June, 1832, 


Just published, price 10s, 6d. 
A NEW 


FRENCH AND ENGLI3z 
DICTIOWARY. 
In two parts. Part I. Freuch aud English. 
Part li, Euglish aud French, By Wituy 
Cossetr, M. P. for Oldham. 







c 








COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW VOLUME 
| On the 1. of August was Published, 


Price Two Shillings, 


OBBETT’S* MAGAZINE; a Monty 
Review of Politics, History, Scicse, 
Literature, Arts, &c. &c. Couteuts of & 
forthcoming Number:—The Poor Law- 
Modern Poetry—Doctrivaire Governmental 
the Factory System—The Lakes aud the Lit 
Poets—Patriotism—Recollectious of au vil 
Hat—The Loudon Bridges—The House Te 
—The Water Drinker—Rossi’s Sculpturei- 
Molly Gray—Funeral in the Country—Lrew 
of the Month—Critical Notices, dc. 


11, Bolt-court, Fleet-street, and Evrixctit 
Witsom, Royal Exchange; and may be bai 
all respectable booksellers in ‘Town aud (uw 
try, without any additional charge. 
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CHEAP CLOTHING !! 


SWAIN AND CO., Tailors, &., 
; 93, Fixét-Srrest, 
(Nétir the new opening to St. Bride's Churtl 


RB to present to the nutice of the Pullt 
the List of Prices which they chat 
for Genttemen’s Clothing. 
FOR CASH ONLY. 


A Suit of Superfine Clothes. ...... 4! 


Ditto, Black or Blue.... «++. ee@ge ee 
Ditto, Best Saxony......-- eee eter 
Cobbett’s Cord (@ new article) 
Trowsers.. Stee ePeeeeee eevee e* l 
Plain Silk Waistcoats. .........+++ 9 
Figured ditto ditto. *@eeeeertrre* U 
Valentia dittd,. ee ee etee atoase ster 0 
Barogan Shooting Jackets ...-..-. ! 
A Plaivu Suit of Livery gbee cece cece 4 
Labies’ Hasits ann Pexisses, and © 
pren’s Daesses, equally cheap; ia the oF 
nufacture of which they are not surp® 
the West-end of the Town. 


I recommend Messrs. Swain and 4 
is yery good 


and punctual Cc : 
ato { avenge — 


cn en ——— 


— 
—— — 


3 
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— —— — — 


J Ae aes sory 





published by bin, st — 


